
These notes relate to the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2016
(asp 18) which received Royal Assent on 22 April 2016

LAND REFORM (SCOTLAND) ACT 2016

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2 – the Scottish Land Commission

Chapter 3 – the Tenant Farming Commissioner

Tenant Farming Commissioner: inquiry function

Section 31 – Enforcement powers

88. Section 31 makes provision for requests by the Tenant Farming Commissioner for
information for the purposes of applications and inquiries relating to alleged breaches
of published codes of practice, and for the imposition of non-compliance penalties.

89. Subsection (1) gives the Commissioner a general power to make a request during an
inquiry for any person to provide information appropriate for the purposes of that
inquiry.

90. Subsection (2) provides that the Commissioner may impose a non-compliance penalty
where a person has failed to provide a response to an application which meets the
relevant conditions within the period specified by a request under section 30(4)(c); and
where a person has failed to provide information requested under subsection (1) for the
purposes of an inquiry.

91. Subsection (3) sets out that the Commissioner must set the amount of the non-
compliance penalty, but this must not be set above £1000.

92. Subsection (4) provides that any non-compliance penalty imposed must be paid to the
Commission.

93. Subsection (5) gives the Commission the power to recover any non-compliance penalty
that is not paid as a civil debt.
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