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CRIMINAL JUSTICE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2016

EXPLANATORY NOTES

OVERVIEW OF THE ACT

Part 1 – Arrest and Custody

Chapter 3 – Custody: person officially accused

Person to be brought before court

Section 20 – Information to be given if sexual offence

59. Section 20(1) contains the criteria that are to be applied to establish whether a person
falls within this section. The person must have been arrested in respect of a warrant for
a sexual offence to which section 288C of the 1995 Act applies or, if arrested without
warrant and since being arrested, have been charged by a constable for a sexual offence
to which section 288C of the 1995 Act applies.

60. Section 20(2) contains the information that a person who falls within the criteria
contained within subsection (1) must be given. The person must be informed that certain
hearings in the course of their case may only be conducted by a lawyer. The person
must also be given notice that it is in their interests to engage the professional assistance
of a solicitor at, or for the purposes of those hearings, and if the person does not engage
the assistance of a solicitor then the court will do so.
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