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EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY

Part 6 – Further Modifications in Relation to the Historic Environment

Section 20 - Grants and loans by the Scottish Ministers

87. Section 20 amends the 1953 Act, which is the current basis for grant-giving in respect
of the repair of historic buildings.

88. Subsection (2) removes from section 4 of the 1953 Act the requirement that buildings/
land must be of “outstanding” historic or architectural interest to be eligible for grants
by the Scottish Ministers under that section, as this provision is no longer of particular
value. It dates from a period before Listed Buildings were assigned to categories
and before grant programmes had detailed and agreed criteria. It also inserts a new
subsection (1A) which clarifies that the power to make grants under section 4 of the
1953 Act includes the power to make loans for the same purposes. This recognises the
need to make wise use of public funds by allowing for approaches other than grant-
giving. Subsection (2)(d) inserts a new subsection (5) in section 4 of the 1953 Act which
clarifies that a grant or loan made under this section is to be made on such terms and
conditions (including as to repayment) as Ministers may determine.

89. Subsection (3) repeals subsection (3) of section 45A of the 1979 Act, inserted by
the Historic Environment (Amendment) (Scotland) Act 2011, which placed an annual
limit on grants and loans made by Ministers for the development and understanding of
matters of historic, etc., interest. This power is currently used to give support for the
work of a range of voluntary bodies whose objectives include working to help ensure
that Scotland’s historic environment is valued and cared for. With the shift in focus
to more collaborative action to deliver agreed strategic objectives, the work of such
bodies is likely to become proportionately more significant in future and it is desired
to retain flexibility to offer support in this way in situations where funding by Historic
Environment Scotland might be perceived as not appropriate.
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