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COURTS REFORM (SCOTLAND) ACT 2014

EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT

Part 1 - Sheriff Courts

Chapter 2 - Judiciary of the sheriffdoms

Qualification and disqualification

Section 15 – Disqualification from practice, etc.

37. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 15 prohibit sheriffs principal, sheriffs and summary
sheriffs from engaging in practise as an advocate or a solicitor or in any other business,
or being in partnership with or employed by or acting as agent for any person so
engaged. In doing so, they substantially re-enact, and extend to summary sheriffs,
section 6 of the Sheriff Courts (Scotland) Act 1971. The prohibition on private practice
and business is intended to cover all private business as there would be an obvious
potential for conflict of interest if a sheriff had outside business interests.

38. Subsection (3) makes it clear that part-time sheriffs and part-time summary sheriffs
cannot act in the part-time judicial capacity in the sheriff court district in which their
place of business as a solicitor is situated. This prohibition now extends to any place of
business as a solicitor, not just the main place of business.
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