
These notes relate to the Victims and Witnesses (Scotland) Act
2014 (asp 1) which received Royal Assent on 17 January 2014

VICTIMS AND WITNESSES

(SCOTLAND) ACT 2014

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Medical examinations

Section 9 - Certain medical examinations: gender of medical examiner

30. This section places a duty on police officers, under subsection (2), to make victims
or alleged victims of an offence listed in paragraphs 36 to 59ZL of Schedule 3 to the
Sexual Offences Act 2003, who report that offence to the police, aware that they can
request that any forensic medical examination be carried out by a doctor of a gender
specified by the person. Subsection (3) places a duty on the police officer in question
to ensure that the doctor who is to carry out the examination (or the doctor who would
carry out the examination but for the request) is informed of any such request made.

31. Subsection (4) allows the Scottish Ministers, by order, to prescribe other persons to be
included in the reference to “registered medical practitioner” in subsections (2) and (3).
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