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RESERVOIRS (SCOTLAND) ACT 2011

EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT – SECTION BY SECTION

Part 1 – Reservoirs

Chapter 5 – Construction Or Alteration of Controlled Reservoirs

Section 32 – Application of Chapter 5

51. Chapter 5 regulates the construction of controlled reservoirs by imposing a requirement
upon reservoir managers to appoint a construction engineer to supervise the relevant
works, and by imposing a system of reporting and certification in respect of the works.
Section 32 sets out the works that are to be treated as construction of a controlled
reservoir for the purposes of the Act, which include restoration to use, alterations to
capacity, discontinuance (i.e. reducing the level of water the reservoir is able to hold
below 10,000m3) and abandonment (i.e. rendering a reservoir incapable of containing
water above the natural level of the surrounding land). Unless such works are being
carried out, there is no requirement to appoint a construction engineer.
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