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PART 7

ATTENDANCE AT CHILDREN’S HEARING

73 Child’s duty to attend children’s hearing

(1) This section applies where by virtue of this Act a children’s hearing is, or is to be,
arranged in relation to a child.

(2) The child must attend the children’s hearing unless the child is excused under
subsection (3) or rules under section 177.

(3) A children’s hearing may excuse the child from attending all or part of the children’s
hearing if the children’s hearing is satisfied that—

(a) the hearing relates to the ground mentioned in section 67(2)(b), (c), (d) or (g)
and the attendance of the child at the hearing, or that part of the hearing, is
not necessary for a fair hearing,

(b) the attendance of the child at the hearing, or that part of the hearing, would
place the child’s physical, mental or moral welfare at risk, or

(c) taking account of the child’s age and maturity, the child would not be capable
of understanding what happens at the hearing or that part of the hearing.

(4) Where the children’s hearing is a grounds hearing, the children’s hearing may excuse
the child from attending during an explanation given in compliance with section 90(1)
only if it is satisfied that, taking account of the child’s age and maturity, the child
would not be capable of understanding the explanation.


