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EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Schedule 3 – The Scottish Children’s Reporter Administration

The Principal Reporter

384. Paragraphs 8 to 10 deal with the terms and conditions of appointment of the Principal
Reporter and the delegation of functions of the Principal Reporter. Paragraph 8(1)
provides for SCRA to appoint the Principal Reporter with the approval of the Scottish
Ministers. Paragraph 8(2) requires SCRA to take reasonable steps to involve persons
under 21 in the selection process for appointment to the post of Principal Reporter.
Paragraph 8(3) provides for SCRA to determine the terms and conditions of the
appointment of the Principal Reporter with the approval of Ministers. Paragraph 8(4)
provides flexibility for Ministers to prescribe qualifications which must be held by the
Principal Reporter.

385. Paragraph 8(5) provides that members of the Scottish Parliament, members of the
House of Commons and members of the European Parliament are disqualified from
appointment and from holding office as Principal Reporter. Paragraph 8(6) entitles the
Principal Reporter to appeal against dismissal to Ministers should the Principal Reporter
be dismissed by SCRA. Paragraph 8(8) enables Ministers to prescribe the procedure
for the making of an appeal, the effect of making an appeal, the powers of Ministers to
dispose of an appeal and the effect of exercising the appeal.
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