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CHILDREN’S HEARINGS (SCOTLAND) ACT 2011

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 18 – Miscellaneous

Disclosure of information

Section 179 – Sharing of information: prosecution

260. This section applies to specific circumstances where there are both criminal proceedings
in the criminal courts and care and protection proceedings in the Children’s
Hearings system, and the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service request specific
information, such as expert reports or transcripts of care and protection proceedings,
from the Principal Reporter.

261. Subsection (1)(a) provides that the care and protection proceedings can include past
situations, for example where the sheriff found the grounds for referral not to be
established and the child is not subject to any order. Subsection (1)(b) and (c) cover
both summary and solemn criminal proceedings. Subsection (1)(d) provides that this
provision applies when the child is connected to the criminal proceedings in any way or
is connected to the accused or any other person involved in the criminal proceedings.
Subsection (2) places a duty on the reporter to provide any information to the Crown
Office and Procurator Fiscal Service which the reporter holds which relates to the
prosecution and which the Crown Office requests for the purpose of preventing or
detecting crime or apprehending or prosecuting offenders.
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