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SEXUAL OFFENCES (SCOTLAND) ACT 2009

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 5 – Abuse of Position of Trust

Section 42 – Sexual abuse of trust

121. Section 42 creates the offence of “sexual abuse of trust”. Subsection (1) provides that
a person commits the offence of sexual abuse of trust if he or she is aged 18 years or
older and intentionally engage in a sexual activity with, or directed at, a person who
is under 18 and in respect of whom the perpetrator is in a position of trust. Section 43
defines what is meant by “a position of trust.”
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