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JUDICIARY AND COURTS

(SCOTLAND) ACT 2008

EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT

Part 2 – the Judiciary

Chapter 3 - Judicial Appointments

Section 14 - Encouragement of diversity

44. Subsection (1) places a specific duty on the Board to encourage diversity. This is to
ensure that the pool of candidates for recommendation to judicial office is as wide
as possible and is representative of the communities in which they will serve. Under
the duty, the Board could, for example, promote schemes to encourage a diverse
range of applicants for each post. Subsection (2) makes clear that, notwithstanding
subsection (1), merit remains the sole criteria for selection and the person selected must
be of good character.
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