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PART 10

GENERAL AND MISCELLANEOUS

General and miscellaneous

117 Disclosure of information

(1) A relevant authority may disclose information held by it to another relevant authority
for the purpose of facilitating the exercise of functions under a provision of—

(a) this Act; or
(b) any other enactment relating to the protection of public health.

(2) A relevant authority may disclose information held by it to any other person if the
authority considers that it is necessary to do so for the purposes of, or in connection
with, the protection of public health.

(3) An employee of the relevant authority authorised by it to make the disclosure or any
other person so authorised may disclose information under subsection (1) or (2).

(4) Information may be disclosed—
(a) in the case of disclosure under subsection (1), to any employee of the other

relevant authority authorised by it to receive the information or to any other
person so authorised;

(b) in the case of disclosure under subsection (2), to any employee of the other
person authorised by that other person to receive the information or to any
other person so authorised.

(5) Information may be disclosed under subsection (1) or (2) despite any prohibition or
restriction on such disclosure imposed by or under any enactment or rule of law.

(6) But subsection (5) does not affect the application of the Data Protection Act 1998
(c. 29) to disclosure of information under subsection (1) or (2).

(7) No person is to be subject to any civil or criminal liability in consequence of any
disclosure made by virtue of this section.
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F1(8) In this section, “relevant authority” means—
(a) a health board;
(b) a special health board;
(c) a local authority;
(d) the common services agency;

[F1(da) Healthcare Improvement Scotland;]
(e) the Scottish Ministers.

(9) The Scottish Ministers may by regulations modify the meaning of “relevant authority”
in subsection (8).

(10) Regulations under subsection (9) may modify any enactment (including this Act).

(11) Any person who, by virtue of this Act—
(a) must or may provide information; or
(b) provides or receives information for the purposes of any provision of this Act,

must have regard to any guidance given by the Scottish Ministers.
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