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EXPLANATORY NOTES

INTRODUCTION

Part 2 - Proceedings

Transfer of summary cases

Section 22: Transfer of proceedings

New section 137C

152. Subsections (1) & (2) as inserted provide that where there are exceptional circumstances
leading to an unusually high number of accused appearing from custody under summary
procedure, and it is unlikely that the sheriff courts in the sheriffdom will be able to deal
with all these cases, the prosecutor may apply to the sheriff principal for an order that
proceedings may be taken against some or all of the accused at another sheriff court in
another sheriffdom. Proceedings can be maintained there or at the original court or be
transferred to any of the sheriff courts in the sheriffdom where the offences are alleged
to have taken place

153. Subsections (3) & (4) provide that the sheriff principal may only make the order if
the sheriff principal from the receiving court agrees, and that the order may be for a
particular period of time or to deal with a particular set of circumstances.
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