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GLASGOW AIRPORT RAIL LINK ACT 2007

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 1 – Works

Section 7 –Works treated as major works for road purposes

33. Section 7 is intended to ensure that the regime under Part IV of the New Roads and
Street Works Act 1991 (c.22) (in the Act referred to as the 1991 Act) for dealing with
apparatus of utilities affected by road works will apply to the authorised works. Part IV
of the 1991 Act together with the Road Works (Sharing of Costs of Works) (Scotland)
Regulations 2003 and the Codes of Practice issued under the 1991 Act provide a regime
dealing with the measures (and the costs of these measures) in relation to utilities’
apparatus in streets as a result of types of road works described in the 1991 Act as
“major works for road purposes”. This regime includes a process for identifying and
agreeing work required, including any necessary diversions of apparatus, and also deals
with the costs of these works. It provides for a contribution to be payable by the utilities
in respect of work carried out in relation to their apparatus.

34. “Major works for road purposes” under the 1991 Act cover various categories of road
works such as reconstruction or widening of roads, or substantial alterations in the
level of roads but only if those works are carried out by the roads authority. Since
the authorised undertaker will not be the roads authority, the regime under the 1991
Act would not apply to road works carried out under the powers of the Act. Section
7 accordingly provides for such works carried out by the authorised undertaker to be
treated as “major works for road purposes” for the purpose of the 1991 Act. It puts the
authorised undertaker in the same position as the roads authority would be if it was
carrying out these works and ensures that the same regime will apply.

35. Similar provision relating to the equivalent provisions of the 1991 Act in England was
included in the Channel Tunnel Rail Link Act 1996 and is commonly included in Orders
under the Transport and Works Act 1992.
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