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Declaration of interests and prohibition of paid advocacy etc.

12 Declarable interests

(1) In this Act, a “declarable interest” means a declarable financial interest.

(2) A member has a declarable financial interest in any matter if that member has, or had,
a registrable financial interest in that matter which is registered in the entry relating
to that member.

(3) A member has a financial interest for the purposes of paragraph (b) of section 39(2)
of the 1998 Act if that member has a declarable financial interest.

13 Declaration of interests

(1) Any member who has a declarable interest in any matter shall declare that interest
before taking part in any proceedings of the Parliament relating to that matter.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), a member shall declare an interest by making, in
such circumstances as the Parliament may determine, either an oral or, as the case may
be, a written declaration of that interest.

14 Prohibition of paid advocacy etc.

(1) A member shall not by any means, in consideration of any payment or benefit in
kind—

(a) advocate or initiate any cause or matter on behalf of any person; or
(b) urge any other member to advocate or initiate any cause or matter on behalf

of any person.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1)—
(a) “any means” shall be construed as the doing of anything by a member in the

capacity of a member, whether or not in any proceedings of the Parliament;
and



2 Interests of Members of the Scottish Parliament Act 2006 asp 12
Document Generated: 2023-05-23

Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

(b) “any payment or benefit in kind” means any payment or benefit in kind—
(i) which the member receives and which may reasonably be considered,

after taking into account all the circumstances, to result in some
benefit to that member, other than a vote for that member in any
election to the Parliament; or

(ii) which the member’s spouse, civil partner or cohabitant receives and
which may reasonably be considered, after taking into account all the
circumstances, to be provided in connection with the Parliamentary
duties of the member and to result in some benefit to that member.

(3) Subsection (1) shall not prevent a member receiving assistance in connection with any
of the following matters—

(a) the preparation of a Member’s Bill or of any amendment to a Bill, or any
other matter relating to a Bill (whether before, during or after its passage in
the Parliament and before it is submitted for Royal Assent); or

(b) a debate upon subordinate legislation (whether before or after its making); or
(c) a legislative consent motion.


