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EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2: Public Order Etc.

Chapter 1: Football Banning Orders

Making and content of orders

Section 52 – Making of order on application to the sheriff

88. This section empowers the police to make a summary application to a sheriff court
for a football banning order to be imposed against an individual, and sets out the
arrangements under which a court may impose a football banning order following such
an application. Firstly, the court must be satisfied that the person against whom the order
is sought has contributed to violence or disorder in the United Kingdom or elsewhere.
As with section 51, violence or disorder is defined in section 56. The second test that
the court will apply is in line with the test for a banning order on conviction, namely
whether there are reasonable grounds to believe that making the order would help to
prevent violence or disorder at or in connection with any football matches. This section
also sets out matters which the sheriff may take into account in deciding whether or not
to impose a banning order.
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