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EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT – SECTION BY SECTION

Part 1 - Further and Higher Education Etc.

The Council: exercise of functions

Section 20 Council to have regard to particular matters

33. This section details a number of matters that the Council should have regard to in
the exercise of its various functions. In particular this section requires the Council to
have regard to the skills needs of Scotland, while at the same time considering wider
economic, social and cultural needs, insofar as these needs can be met by the provision
of fundable further or higher education.

34. It also gives the Council a duty to have regard to the desirability of achieving sustainable
development and encourage fundable bodies to contribute to the achievement of
sustainable development in so far as is reasonably practical for them to do so.

35. In addition, this section makes provision for the Council to take account of the fact
that many fundable bodies operate in UK and often global systems and therefore their
activity should not be defined only in Scottish terms.

36. Subsection (4) requires the Council to have regard to the educational and related needs
(including support needs) of learners, and those who may wish to become learners, of
a fundable body.
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