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FIRE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2005

EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT – SECTION BY SECTION

Part 2 – Fire and Rescue Services

Chapter 8 – Central supervision and support

Section 45 – Directions for public safety purposes

67. This section provides the Scottish Ministers with the power to give general or specific
directions (a “property and facilities order”) to relevant authorities as to the use and
disposal of property or facilities for the purposes of public safety. Such a direction may
cover all kinds of property and facilities. An example of when this power might be used
is during a period of industrial action when official relevant authority cover to deal with
emergencies is insufficient to deal with local risks and, in order to ensure public safety,
their equipment needs to be used by others providing emergency fire cover.
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