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Water Environment and Water
Services (Scotland) Act 2003

2003 asp 3

PART 1

PROTECTION OF THE WATER ENVIRONMENT

CHAPTER 2

RIVER BASIN MANAGEMENT PLANNING

River basin districts

7 Register of protected areas

(1) SEPA must, for each river basin district—
(a) by 22nd December 2004 prepare, and
(b) thereafter maintain,

a register of the protected areas lying (whether wholly or partly) within the district in
accordance with regulations made by the Scottish Ministers.

(2) Such regulations may, in particular, make provision as to—
(a) the form and manner in which the register is to be prepared and maintained,
(b) the information which the register is to contain.

(3) In this section, “protected areas” means—
[F1(za) any shellfish water protected area,]

(a) any bodies of water identified under section 6, and
(b) the areas and bodies of water falling within subsection (4).

(4) The areas and bodies of water falling within this subsection are those for the time
being designated or otherwise identified as requiring special protection under any
Community instrument providing for the protection of surface water and groundwater
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or for the conservation of habitats or species directly depending on water, or any
enactment implementing such a Community instrument, including, in particular—

(a) areas designated for the protection of economically significant aquatic
species,

(b) bodies of water designated as recreational waters,
(c) nutrient-sensitive areas, and
(d) areas designated for the protection of habitats or species where the

maintenance or improvement of the status of water is an important factor in
the protection of the habitats or species.

(5) The Scottish Ministers may by regulations make such further provision for identifying,
or enabling the identification of, the areas and bodies of water falling within
subsection (4) as they consider necessary or expedient, including provision for
identifying any of those areas or bodies of water by reference to—

(a) such Community instruments, or enactments implementing such instruments,
as are specified in the regulations,

(b) such other criteria as may be specified in the regulations.

(6) SEPA must make the register available, at all reasonable times, for public inspection
free of charge.

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 7(3)(za) inserted (16.9.2013) by Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2013 (asp 7), ss. 54(3),

66(2) (with s. 65); S.S.I. 2013/249, art. 2

Commencement Information
I1 S. 7 in force at 15.12.2003 by S.S.I. 2003/562, art. 2(a)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2013/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2013/7/section/54/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2013/7/section/66/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2013/7/section/65
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2013/249
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2013/249/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2003/562
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2003/562/article/2/a


Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003 asp 3
Document Generated: 2024-03-18

3

Changes to legislation: 
Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003, Section 7 is up to date with all
changes known to be in force on or before 18 March 2024. There are changes that may be
brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are
referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 23(5) inserted by 2014 asp 3 sch. 3 para. 8(6)(b)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2014/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2014/3/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2014/3/schedule/3/paragraph/8/6/b

