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MENTAL HEALTH (CARE AND

TREATMENT) (SCOTLAND) ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 6 – Short-Term Detention

Sections 44 to 56: short-term detention in hospital

Extension of short-term detention

88. Subsection (1) of section 47 enables short-term detention to be extended for a further
three days if the conditions in that subsection are complied with and an extension
certificate is granted by an approved medical practitioner. For example, this procedure
can be followed towards the end of the 28 day detention period if the patient’s mental
health suddenly deteriorates. The three day extension would give the responsible
medical officer and the mental health officer additional time within which to prepare
an application for a compulsory treatment order. Before an extension certificate can be
issued, the conditions set out in subsections (2) and (3) must apply.

89. Subsection (1) of section 48 requires the approved medical practitioner who grants
an extension certificate to notify the persons listed in subsection (2) of the extension
of the detention period and of the related matters set out in paragraphs (b) to (d) of
subsection (1).
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