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Freedom of Information
(Scotland) Act 2002

2002 asp 13

PART 1

ACCESS TO INFORMATION HELD BY SCOTTISH PUBLIC AUTHORITIES

Right to information

1 General entitlement

(1) A person who requests information from a Scottish public authority which holds it is
entitled to be given it by the authority.

(2) The person who makes such a request is in this Part and in Parts 2 and 7 referred to
as the “applicant”.

(3) If the authority—
(a) requires further information in order to identify and locate the requested

information; and
(b) has told the applicant so (specifying what the requirement for further

information is),
then, provided that the requirement is reasonable, the authority is not obliged to give
the requested information until it has the further information.

(4) The information to be given by the authority is that held by it at the time the request
is received, except that, subject to subsection (5), any amendment or deletion which
would have been made, regardless of the receipt of the request, between that time and
the time it gives the information may be made before the information is given.

(5) The requested information is not, by virtue of subsection (4), to be destroyed before
it can be given (unless the circumstances are such that it is not reasonably practicable
to prevent such destruction from occurring).

(6) This section is subject to sections 2, 9, 12 and 14.
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