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Transport (Scotland) Act 2001
2001 asp 2

PART 3

ROAD USER CHARGING

Road user charging schemes

53 Matters to be dealt with in charging schemes

(1) A charging scheme shall—
(a) designate the roads in respect of which charges are imposed;
(b) specify or describe the events by reference to the happening of which a charge

is imposed in respect of a motor vehicle being used or kept on a road;
(c) specify the classes of motor vehicles in respect of which charges are imposed;
(d) specify the classes of motor vehicles which are exempt from charges or in

respect of which reduced rates of charges are imposed;
(e) specify the charges imposed;
(f) specify the period during which it is to remain in force; and
(g) make provision for or in connection with the collection, payment and

recording of charges.

(2) Subject to section 49(2), and to any modifications made by virtue of section 51(3)(b),
of this Act, the designation of the roads in respect of which charges are imposed by a
charging scheme shall be such as the charging authority or authorities may determine.

(3) No charge may be imposed by a charging scheme in respect of the keeping of a motor
vehicle on a road unless such charge also has effect in respect of the use of the motor
vehicle on that road.

(4) The charges that may be imposed by a charging scheme include different charges
(which may be no charge) for different cases, including (in particular)—

(a) different days;
(b) different times of day;
(c) different roads;
(d) different distances travelled;
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(e) different purposes for which motor vehicles are being used;
(f) different numbers of occupants; and
(g) different classes of motor vehicles.

(5) A charging scheme may specify that the charges specified in the scheme shall be
increased, on such dates as may be so specified, by reference to such percentage
increases in the retail prices index as may be so specified.

(6) In setting the charges imposed by a charging scheme, the charging authority or
authorities (acting jointly) shall have regard to the purposes for which the authority
or authorities are, in accordance with schedule 1 to this Act, to apply the net proceeds
of the charging scheme.

(7) A charging scheme may contain provision requiring—
(a) such documents as may be specified in the scheme to be displayed on a motor

vehicle while it is on a road in respect of which charges are imposed; or
(b) such equipment as may be so specified to be carried in or fitted to a motor

vehicle while it is on such a road.

(8) In this section “the retail prices index” means—
(a) the general index of retail prices (for all items) published by the Office for

National Statistics; or
(b) where that index is not published for a month, any substituted index or figures

published by that Office.
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