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HOUSING (SCOTLAND) ACT 2001

EXPLANATORY NOTES

BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW

Part 3 – Regulation of Social Landlords

Chapter 2 – Local Authority Housing Management

Section 72: Inspections

115. This section provides powers for the Scottish Ministers to carry out an inspection of the
exercise of the functions of a local authority in relation to the management of housing
accommodation and the provision of related services. The provisions of this section
mirror the provisions of section 69, which applies to inspections of registered social
landlords’ housing activities.

Section 73: Inspection reports

116. This section requires the Scottish Ministers to issue and publish a report of an inspection
carried out under section 72 and send a copy to the local authority and to any registered
tenant organisation. The provisions mirror the provisions of section 70, which applies
to reports on registered social landlords’ housing activities.

Section 74: Remedial plans

117. This section allows the Scottish Ministers to require a local authority to prepare and
submit to them a remedial plan setting out the authority’s proposals for dealing with
matters which have been found to be unsatisfactory in an inspection report. Before
requiring a local authority to submit a remedial plan, Ministers must send a draft
requirement to the authority, specifying a period within which the authority may make
comments to Ministers on the proposed requirement. Ministers must have regard to
those comments before imposing any requirement on the local authority to produce a
remedial plan. When a local authority has submitted a remedial plan, Ministers may
approve it, reject it or approve it with modifications. They may also approve it and
impose conditions as to its adoption and implementation by the authority. If a plan is
approved by Ministers the authority must adopt and implement it in accordance with
any conditions imposed. When a plan is rejected, the authority must prepare a revised
plan and submit it to Ministers.

Section 75: Remedial plans: appointment of manager

118. This section empowers the Scottish Ministers to carry out an inspection of the
implementation of a remedial plan, imposed under the previous section, by a local
authority. Where, as a result of such an inspection, Ministers consider that the remedial
plan is not being implemented satisfactorily, they may appoint a manager to exercise
such functions of the authority as they specify. Such functions must be in relation
to the management of housing accommodation and the provision of related services.
Such a manager must not be appointed before consultation with the local authority,
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representative bodies of local authorities, and the Accounts Commission for Scotland,
and Ministers must have regard to any comments received from those bodies before
making an appointment of a manager. A manager is to be appointed on such terms and
conditions and for such period as Ministers may determine. The manager has general
powers necessary to carry out the functions imposed on them, and also has such specific
powers as Ministers may specify.
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