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HOUSING (SCOTLAND) ACT 2001

EXPLANATORY NOTES

BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW

Part 2 – Tenants of Social Landlords

Chapter 2 – Right to Buy

Section 45: Limitation on right to buy: pressured areas

78. This section inserts two new sections into the 1987 Act. The new section 61B allows the
Scottish Ministers to designate particular areas as pressured areas for a period of up to
5 years. Any tenancy granted in a pressured area since the introduction of the Scottish
secure tenancy or which did not previously have the right to buy, is exempt from the
right to buy for the period of the designation.

79. Subsection (1) of the new section specifies that before being designated as pressured
an area must meet two criteria: first, the availability of housing provided by the local
authority or registered social landlords must be, or be likely to be, substantially less
than the need in that area, and second, the exercise of the right to buy in that area must
be likely to make that shortage worse. Subsections (8) and (9) provide for a designation
to be amended or revoked by the Scottish Ministers; and to be extended for a further
period or periods of up to 5 years each.

80. The new section 61C sets out the procedure for designating a pressured area: the
proposal must be put forward by a local authority (see section 61B(1)) after local
consultation, and the Scottish Ministers can set out in guidance the form of the proposal
and the information it should include.
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