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HOUSING (SCOTLAND) ACT 2001

EXPLANATORY NOTES

BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW

Part 2 – Tenants of Social Landlords

Chapter 1 – Scottish Secure Tenancies

Section 20: Abandonment by joint tenant

39. This section enables a landlord under a Scottish secure tenancy to take action to bring
to an end the interest of a joint tenant where that joint tenant appears to have abandoned
the joint tenancy. The procedures to be followed before taking possession are set out
in subsections (2) and (3). The landlord must:

• give 4 weeks notice in writing (subsection (2));

• make sufficient inquiries to satisfy itself that the abandoning tenant is not occupying
the house and does not intend to occupy it as the tenant's home (subsection (3)); and

• serve a further notice on the abandoning tenant (subsection (3)), bringing the
abandoning tenant's interest in the tenancy to an end with effect from a date
specified in the notice which must be not earlier than 8 weeks after the date of
service of the notice.
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