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STANDARDS IN SCOTLAND’S

SCHOOLS ETC. ACT 2000

EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT

Ending of self-governing status of schools

Section 17 – Ending of self-governing status of schools

45. Self-governing schools were created under the Self-Governing Schools etc. (Scotland)
Act 1989. They were formerly local authority schools that “opted out” following a ballot
of parents. They are run by boards of management established under the 1989 Act. They
are funded directly by the Scottish Ministers (although part of this funding is in turn
recovered from the authority in whose area the school is situated).

46. In practice, Scottish Ministers’ power under section 17 to return a named self-governing
school to local authority management may be exercised only in relation to St. Mary’s
Episcopal Primary School, Dunblane which is currently the only self-governing school
in Scotland.
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