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SCHOOLS ETC. ACT 2000

EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT

General

Schedule 2 – Minor and consequential amendments and repeals

151. Most of the amendments in paragraph 1 to the Teaching Council (Scotland) Act 1965
are consequential on the changes to the GTC’s committee structure made by section 46
of the Act. The amendments in paragraph 2 to the Sex Discrimination Act 1975
and in paragraphs 3(3), (4), (6)(a) and (8) to the Education (Scotland) Act 1980 are
consequential on the abolition of self-governing schools.

152. Paragraph 3(6)(b) amends section 57(3) of the 1980 Act which makes it a criminal
offence for a person, without reasonable excuse, not to comply with a requirement made
by an education authority for the medical or dental inspection of a pupil or young person.
The amendment restricts the application of this offence to parents of pupils, to take
account of the fact that a young person aged 16 or 17 is entitled to refuse his consent to
the inspection and should not therefore be subject to any criminal penalty for doing so.
In the case of a pupil whose parent is obliged to submit him for inspection, it would be
a reasonable excuse for the parent not to do so where the child was capable of giving
his own consent to the inspection but refused to give it.

153. The amendment to section 66(3) of the 1980 Act made by paragraph 3(7) makes it
an offence for anyone wilfully to obstruct a person carrying out an inspection of an
educational establishment under this section. Unintentional obstruction is no longer an
offence.

154. The amendment to section 70 of the 1980 Act by paragraph 3(7A) ensures that the
powers available to the Scottish Ministers to enforce education authorities’ statutory
duties apply also in relation to authorities’ duties under or by virtue of Acts of the
Scottish Parliament dealing with school education.
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