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HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT (WALES) ACT 2023

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2 — Monuments of special historic interest

Chapter 6 — Acquisition, guardianship and public access

Section 48 — Termination of guardianship

170. Section 48(1) provides that the guardian of a monument may, by agreement with the
persons immediately affected by the guardianship deed, terminate the guardianship of
all or part of the monument.

171. Subsection (5) provides that a guardian may not make an agreement to terminate a
guardianship unless the guardian is satisfied that alternative arrangements are in place
for the monument’s preservation, or that it is no longer practicable, because of cost or
otherwise, to preserve it.

172. The Welsh Ministers have, on occasion, terminated guardianship. This has sometimes
occurred when the guardianship has been replaced by an acquisition through agreement
or gift (section 44). Neath Abbey, for instance, was the subject of a guardianship deed
in 1944, but this was subsequently terminated when it was converted into a deed of gift
in 1949. On other occasions, the Welsh Ministers acted as temporary guardians of a
monument while other arrangements were put in place for its preservation.
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