These notes refer to the Historic Environment (Wales) Act
2023 (c.3) which received Royal Assent on 14 June 2023

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT (WALES) ACT 2023

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS
Part 2 — Monuments of special historic interest
Chapter 6 — Acquisition, guardianship and public access

Section 44 — Acquisition by agreement or gift of monuments of special historic
interest

159.  Section 44 providesthe Welsh Ministersand local authoritieswith the power to acquire,
by agreement or gift, a monument of special historic interest. In the case of a local
authority the power to acquire a monument by agreement is limited to monuments
in, or in the vicinity of, its area (subsection (2)). In Wales, a number of monuments
have been acquired by the Welsh Ministers through agreement or gift including Nesth
Abbey, Dolforwyn Castle and Blaenavon Ironworks. The most recent is the medieval
royal court of the princes of Gwynedd, LIys Rhosyr on Anglesey, acquired in 2023.
Several local authorities have similarly acquired monuments either through gift, such as
Cardiff Castle (Cardiff City Council), or purchase agreement, such as Caldicot Castle
(Monmouthshire County Council).
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