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Local Government and
Elections (Wales) Act 2021
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PART 1

ELECTIONS

Voting systems for elections to principal councils

8 Power to change the voting system

(1) A principal council may change the voting system that applies to the election of
councillors of the council, subject to the requirements of this section and section 9.

(2) If the voting system that applies to a council for the time being is the simple majority
system provided for by local elections rules, the council may change it to the single
transferable vote system provided for by those rules.

(3) If the voting system that applies to a council for the time being is the single transferable
vote system provided for by local elections rules, the council may change it to the
simple majority system provided for by those rules.

(4) The power to change the voting system under this section—
(a) is not to be the responsibility of an executive of the council under executive

arrangements (within the meaning of section 10 of the 2000 Act);
(b) is not a function to which section 101 of the 1972 Act (arrangements for

discharge of functions by local authorities) applies.

(5) Before a principal council exercises its power to change its voting system it must
consult—

(a) the persons entitled to vote as electors at a local government election in its
area;

(b) each community council in its area;
(c) such other persons as it considers appropriate.
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Commencement Information
I1 S. 8 in force at 6.5.2022, see s. 175(6)(a)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2021/1/section/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2021/1/section/175/6/a


Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 asc 1
Document Generated: 2023-05-29

3

Changes to legislation: 
There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Local Government and Elections
(Wales) Act 2021, Section 8.


