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Poultry Improvement Act
(Northern Ireland) 1968

1968 CHAPTER 12

POULTRY IMPROVEMENT SCHEMES

REGULATION OF THE HATCHING AND REARING OF POULTRY

2 Restriction on operation of hatcheries, etc., without licence.

(1) Subject to the succeeding provisions of this section, a person shall not in the course
of any business of his carry on any of the following activities, that is to say,—

(a) operate a hatchery in any premises; or
(b) on or after such day as may be appointed by order of the Minister of

Agriculture, operate an incubator in any premises; or
(c) on or after such day or days as may be so appointed, use any premises for—

(i) the production for sale, supply or distribution of eggs for hatching; or
(ii) the rearing of poultry for sale, supply or distribution before they attain

the age of six months;

except under the authority of, and in accordance with the conditions of, a licence issued
to him by the Ministry under section 3 with respect to those premises.

(2) Paragraph ( b) of subsection (1) shall not apply with respect to premises in which
an incubator is operated solely for the purpose of providing stock for the business of
the person who operates the incubator, if no part of that business involves any of the
activities mentioned in paragraph ( c) of that subsection.

(3) Subsection (1)( c)(ii) shall not apply with respect to any premises from which poultry
is sold, supplied or distributed solely for immediate slaughter.

(4) The Ministry may by permit in writing grant an exemption with respect to any premises
from the provisions of subsection (1) to any person who satisfies the Ministry that, so
far as the premises are or will be used for—



2 Poultry Improvement Act (Northern Ireland) 1968 (c. 12)
– Regulation of the hatching and rearing of poultry

Document Generated: 2023-01-23
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the

Poultry Improvement Act (Northern Ireland) 1968. (See end of Document for details)

(a) the rearing for sale, supply or distribution of poultry, or
(b) the production for sale, supply or distribution of eggs for hatching, or
(c) the hatching of eggs,

they are or will be used only in connection with poultry intended solely for the
purposes of show or display.

3 Poultry stock licences.

(1) Subject to the provisions of the Schedule, where a person, in accordance with those
provisions, makes application to the Ministry for a licence with respect to any premises
where an activity of a class or description to which section 2(1) applies is, or is
proposed to be, carried on, the Ministry shall issue such a licence (in this Act referred
to as a “poultry stock licence” ) to him authorising him to carry on an activity of that
class or description in those premises.

(2) The provisions of the Schedule shall have effect in relation to poultry stock licences.

4 Conditions of poultry stock licences.

(1) The Ministry may prescribe conditions subject to which poultry stock licences shall
have effect, and any conditions so prescribed which by virtue of the regulations are
applicable to, or to the premises of, the holder of any such licence, together with the
further conditions, if any, specified in the licence shall, for the purposes of this Act,
be the conditions of the licence.

(2) The conditions which may be prescribed include conditions with respect to—
(a) the classes, descriptions and age of poultry to be kept in the premises with

respect to which a poultry stock licence is in force (in this subsection referred
to as “the premises” );

(b) the bringing of eggs or poultry into the premises;
(c) the identification of eggs or poultry in the premises;
(d) the keeping of records of eggs or poultry in, brought into or sent from the

premises;
(e) the keeping of records of illness and death of poultry kept in the premises;
(f) the furnishing of returns to the Ministry;
(g) the notification by the licence-holder to the Ministry of abnormal numbers of

deaths of poultry in the premises or of circumstances from which the existence
of any poultry disease in the premises may be inferred;

(h) the observance of any rules made or directions given by the Ministry in
connection with the disposal of carcases, faeces and any other infective
material;

(i) the submission of samples of carcases for examination by the Ministry;
(j) the cleansing and disinfection of the premises and of any plant, equipment or

utensils therein.

5 Standards for premises, etc.

(1) The Ministry may prescribe standards which must be observed by licence-holders with
respect to—
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(a) premises where there is carried on any activity to which section 2(1) applies;
and

(b) the plant, equipment and utensils used in or in connection with the premises.

(2) The standards which may be prescribed under this section include standards for
securing—

(a) that the premises are suitable, structurally and otherwise, for the activity
in question, and are situated in such a position and have available to them
such services and facilities and generally comply with such requirements
(including requirements as to hygiene) as appear to the Ministry to be
appropriate for that activity; and

(b) that the plant, equipment and utensils are efficient and comply with
requirements such as are mentioned in paragraph ( a).

6 Register of premises.

(1) The Ministry shall for the purposes of this Act cause to be kept one or more than one
register of premises with respect to which poultry stock licences are issued, and shall
cause to be entered in the register (or, if more than one register is kept, the appropriate
register) with respect to each such licence—

(a) the full name and address of the licence-holder;
(b) particulars of the premises with respect to which the licence is issued;
(c) the class or description of activity carried on in the premises;
(d) such other particulars as may be prescribed.

(2) Any register under this section may be kept either by making entries in a bound book
or by recording the matters in question in any other manner.

(3) The Ministry may make arrangements for the publication of any register kept under
this section, or any extract therefrom, in such manner as the Ministry thinks fit.

7 Inspection.

(1) An authorised officer shall for the purposes of this Act have power (on production, if
required, of his credentials)—

(a) to enter, at any reasonable time,—
(i) any premises with respect to which an application for a poultry stock

licence has been made, or
(ii) any premises with respect to which a poultry stock licence is in force,

or
(iii) any premises with respect to which no poultry stock licence is in force

but which he has reasonable cause to believe to be premises in which
there is carried on any activity requiring such a licence by virtue of
section 2;

(b) to inspect any such premises and the services and facilities available
thereto and any plant, equipment, utensils, eggs or poultry, and the working
procedures practised, therein, and without payment (except as provided in
subsection (2)) to take reasonable samples of any eggs or poultry found in any
such premises, or samples of blood or mucus of any such poultry;

(c) to inspect and take extracts from and to verify any records required to be kept
by virtue of any provision of this Act.
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(2) Where, under subsection (1)( b), an authorised officer takes any poultry not suffering
from any illness the Ministry shall, if so requested by the owner of the poultry within
fourteen days from the date on which the poultry was taken, pay to the owner a sum
equivalent to the market value thereof.
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