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PUBLIC HEALTH (WALES) ACT 2017

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 3

Tobacco and Nicotine Products

Chapter 1 - Smoking

Section 10 - School grounds

23. This section provides that school grounds in Wales are smoke-free premises. It provides
details about what is meant by “school grounds” in the context of smoke-free premises
in this Chapter.

24. Grounds being used by a school but that do not adjoin the school are smoke-free
only when, and in those parts, being used for the provision of education or childcare
(subsection (3)). So for example, if a school has a sports field that is for its sole use, but
which is across the road from the school, the sports field will be smoke-free only when
being used for educational or childcare purposes. “Childcare” is defined in section 28.

25. But if the sports field adjoins the school, it will be smoke-free when it is being used
for the purpose of education or childcare, or when the school itself is being used for
education or childcare (subsection (2)). So, in this instance the sports field will be
smoke-free both during school hours, and if (for example) there is an after-school club
in the school hall, while the club is being held.

26. Schools that provide residential accommodation to pupils may designate an area where
smoking is allowed. The Welsh Ministers may specify in regulations conditions relating
to any such designation, for example about the size or location of the designated area.
Premises which are used to any extent as a dwelling are not smoke-free under this
section, so, for instance, the garden of a caretaker’s house within the school grounds
would not be smoke-free.
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