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RENTING HOMES (WALES) ACT 2016

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 9 - Termination Etc. of Occupation Contracts
Chapter 13 – Abandonment

(This Chapter Applies to All Occupation Contracts)

Section 220 - Possession of abandoned dwellings

472. Where a landlord believes that a contract-holder has abandoned the dwelling, they
may recover possession of the dwelling without the need for a court order. In such
circumstances the landlord must give the contract-holder a notice stating the landlord
believes the contract-holder has abandoned the dwelling. The notice must inform the
contract-holder that he or she must contact the landlord in writing before the end of
the ‘warning period’ to confirm the dwelling is not abandoned, and that if he or she
does not do so, the landlord will end the contract. The warning period is four weeks
from the day on which notice is given (as to which see section 237, which provides
that notice can be ‘given’ to someone in a variety of ways, including by posting it to
the dwelling in question).

473. The landlord must, during the warning period, carry out such inquiries as are necessary
to satisfy themselves that the contract-holder has indeed abandoned the dwelling. If,
at the end of the warning period, the landlord is satisfied that the contract-holder has
abandoned the dwelling, the landlord may end the contract by means of giving the
contract-holder a further notice, copies of which must be provided to any lodger or sub-
holder who lives in the dwelling.
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