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Justices of the Peace Act 1361
1361 CHAPTER 1 34 Edw 3

I Who shall be Justices of the Peace.Their Jurisdiction over Offenders; Rioters;
Barrators; They may take Surety for good Behaviour.

First, That in every County of England shall be assigned for the keeping of the Peace,
one Lord, and with him three or four of the most worthy in the County, with some
learned in the Law, and they shall have Power to restrain the Offenders, Rioters, and all
other Barators, and to pursue, arrest, take, and chastise them according their Trespass
or Offence; and to cause them to be imprisoned and duly punished according to the
Law and Customs of the Realm, and according to that which to them shall seem best
to do by their Discretions and good Advisement; . . . F1; and to take and arrest all those
that they may find by Indictment, or by Suspicion, and to put them in Prison; and to
take of all them that be [X1not] of good Fame, where they shall be found, sufficient
Surety and Mainprise of their good Behaviour towards the King and his People, and
the other duly to punish; to the Intent that the People be not by such Rioters or Rebels
troubled nor endamaged, nor the Peace blemished, nor Merchants nor other passing
by the Highways of the Realm disturbed, nor [X2put in the Peril which may happen]
of such Offenders: . . . F2
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Editorial Information
X1 All Translations read thus.
X2 Variant reading of the text noted in The Statutes of the Realm as follows: put in fear by peril which

might happen

Textual Amendments
F1 Words repealed by Statute Law Revision Act 1948 (c. 62)
F2 Words repealed by Statute Law Revision Act 1948 (c. 62) and Criminal Law Act 1967 (c. 58), Sch. 3

Pt. II

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1948/62
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1967/58
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1967/58/schedule/3/part/II
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1967/58/schedule/3/part/II
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