STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2021 No. 412

REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS, DEATHS & MARRIAGES,
ETC.

The Registration of Marriages (Amendment) Regulations 2021

Made - - - - 30th March 2021

Coming into force in accordance with regulation 1(2) and (3)

The Registrar General makes the following Regulations with the approval of the Secretary of State
in exercise of the powers conferred by sections 21A(2), 27(1), 31(2) and (5), 53D(6) and (8),
53E(8) and (10) and 74(1), (1A) and (3) of the Marriage Act 1949(a).

Citation, commencement and extent
1.—(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Registration of Marriages (Amendment)
Regulations 2021.
(2) Except as provided by paragraph (3), these Regulations come into force on 4th May 2021.
(3) The following provisions of these Regulations come into force on 19th April 2021—
(a) this regulation and regulation 2;

(b) regulation 3(a)(ii), so far as it inserts a definition of “step-parent” in regulation 2(1) of the
Registration of Marriages Regulations 2015(b);

(c) regulation 3(b);
(d) regulation 4;

(e) regulation 5, so far as it inserts regulations 9A, 9B and 9C in the Registration of
Marriages Regulations 2015;

(f) regulations 7 and 8;
(g) regulation 11(1), (2)(a), (c) and (d), (8), (11) and (13);

(@) 1949 c. 76 (12 & 13 Geo 6). Section 21A was inserted by paragraph 7 of Schedule 1 to the Registration of Marriages
Regulations 2021 (S.I. 2021/411) (“the 2021 Regulations”). Section 27(1) was amended by section 161 of, paragraph 8 of
Schedule 14 to, and Schedule 16 to, the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 (c. 33) and by paragraph 12(2) of Schedule 1 to
the 2021 Regulations. Section 31(2) was substituted by regulation 5(3) of the 2021 Regulations. Section 31(5) was amended
by paragraph 14(b) of Schedule 14 to the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 and regulation 5(5) of the 2021 Regulations.
Paragraph 53 of Schedule 1 to the 2021 Regulations also makes amendments to the Marriage (Scotland) Act 1956 (1956 c.
70 4 & 5 Eliz 2) which apply section 31, with modifications, so that it provides (in certain circumstances) for certificates for
marriage to be issued under that section for the purposes of section 3(4) of the Marriage (Scotland) Act 1977 (c. 15) in a
form prescribed under section 74 of the Marriage Act 1949. Sections 53D and 53E were inserted by regulation 7 of the 2021
Regulations. Section 74 was amended by Schedule 2 to the Registration Service Act 1953 (c. 37) and by paragraph 5(1)(d)
of Schedule 2 to the Transfer of Functions (Registration) Order 2008 (S.I. 2008/678) and subsequently renumbered as
section 74(1) by article 12 of the Registration of Marriages etc. (Electronic Communications and Electronic Storage) Order
2009 (S.I. 2009/2821). Section 74(1) was amended by paragraph 19 of Schedule 15 to the Immigration Act 2016 (c. 19) and
paragraph 43 of Schedule 1 to the 2021 Regulations, which also inserted subsection (1A). Section 74(1) is also modified by
section 1(3B) of the Marriage (Scotland) Act 1956 inserted by paragraph 53(3) of Schedule 1 to the 2021 Regulations.
Section 74(3) was inserted by paragraph 15 of Schedule 4 to the Immigration Act 2014 (c. 22).

(b) S.I. 2015/207, amended by S.I. 2021/411; there are other amending instruments but they are not relevant.



(h) regulation 12;
(i) Part 2 of the Schedule.
(4) Except as provided by paragraph (5), these Regulations extend to England and Wales only.
(5) The following provisions of these Regulations extend to England and Wales and Scotland—
(a) this regulation;
(b) regulation 2;

(c) regulation 5, so far as it inserts regulation 9D in the Registration of Marriages
Regulations 2015;

(d) regulation 11(2)(b) and (9);

(e) Part 1 of the Schedule, so far as it sets out forms 12 and 12(w) and the headings preceding
those forms.

Amendments to the Registration of Marriages Regulations 2015
2. The Registration of Marriages Regulations 2015 are amended as follows.

3. In regulation 2—
(a) in paragraph (1)—
(i) after the definition of “1970 Act” insert—

11173

authorised person” means a person whose name and address have been certified
under section 43 or 43B of the Act (appointment of authorised persons for buildings
and chapels registered for solemnization of marriage)(a);”;

(i1) at the end insert—

registered building” means—

(a) a building registered under section 41 or 43A of the Act (registration of buildings
for solemnization of marriage)(b), or

(b) a chapel registered under section 70 or 70A of the Act (registration of naval,
military and air force chapels for solemnization of marriage)(c),

and references to the registration of a building are to be construed accordingly;

“step-parent”, in relation to a party to a marriage, means a step-parent who is or was
married to, or the civil partner of, a parent of the party.”;

(b) in paragraph (2) after “column”, in both places it occurs, insert “or space”.

4. In regulation 3—
(a) in paragraph (1) after sub-paragraph (a) insert—
“(aa) in the case of form 11A(w) or 11B(w)—
(i) the parties to the marriage so elect,

(i1) the forms in which notice of the marriage was given by the parties were both
completed in Welsh as well as English, and

(iii) the person issuing the marriage schedule can understand and write Welsh;”

(b) after paragraph (1) insert—

(a) Section 43 was amended by paragraph 10 of Schedule 7 to the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 (c. 30), and section
43B was inserted by paragraph 2 of Schedule 1 to that Act. Sections 43 and 43B are applied with modifications by sections
70 and 70A of the Marriage Act 1949 in relation to chapels registered under those sections. The functions of the Admiralty
under sections 43 and 43B of the Marriage Act 1949 as modified by Part 4 of Schedule 4 to that Act were transferred to the
Secretary of State by the Defence (Transfer of Functions) Act 1964 (c. 15).

(b) Section 43A was inserted by paragraph 2 of Schedule 1 to the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013.

(¢) Section 70 was amended by section 6(3) of, and paragraph 18 of Schedule 7 to, the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013,
and section 70A was inserted by section 6(4) of that Act.



“(1A) Form 13A(w) in Schedule 1 must be completed in English and must also be
completed in Welsh if—

(a) the parties to the marriage so elect and provide the required particulars in both
languages, and

(b) the person issuing the marriage document can understand and write Welsh.

(1B) The references in paragraphs (1) and (1A) to the completion of form 11A(w),
11B(w) or 13A(w) are references to—

(a) in the case of form 11A(w) or 11B(w), the entering of particulars in that form for
the purposes of issuing a marriage schedule under section 31(2) of the Act;

(b) in the case of form 13A(w), the entering of particulars in that form for the purposes
of issuing a marriage document under section 21A(2) of the Act.”

5. After regulation 9 insert—

“Form of marriage schedule

9A.—(1) The form of a marriage schedule to be issued under section 31(2) of the Act,
other than a marriage schedule for a marriage intended to be solemnized in the presence of
a superintendent registrar and a registrar, is—

(a) form 11A if the schedule is issued in England;
(b) form 11A(w) if the schedule is issued in Wales.

(2) The form of a marriage schedule to be issued under section 31(2) of the Act for a
marriage intended to be solemnized in the presence of a superintendent registrar and a
registrar is—

(a) form 11B if the schedule is issued in England;
(b) form 11B(w) if the schedule is issued in Wales.

Prescribed content of marriage schedule: particulars about the condition of the
parties

9B.—(1) A superintendent registrar required to issue a marriage schedule under section
31(2) of the Act must enter the particulars required in space 4 (condition of the parties) on
form 11A, 11A(w), 11B or 11B(w) (as the case may be) in accordance with this regulation.

(2) The superintendent registrar must enter, in relation to each party to the proposed
marriage separately (in the column relating to that party), the word or words required by
whichever entry in column (3) of the table in this regulation corresponds to the entry in
column (2) of that table describing the condition of that party or the circumstances.

(3) But the requirement of paragraph (2) to enter particulars in relation to each party
separately is subject to paragraph (4), which applies where—

(a) the circumstances are those in column (2) of row 4, 9, 10, 13 or 14 of the table; or

(b) the circumstances are those in column (2) of row 11, 12, 15 or 16 of the table and
the corresponding entry in column (3) requires words to be entered in the form of a
single entry in relation to both parties.

(4) Where this paragraph applies, the superintendent registrar must enter the words
required by the relevant entry in column (3) of the table in the form of a single entry
relating to both parties across both columns of space 4 (instead of entering those words in
relation to each party separately).

(5) The superintendent registrar must not enter anything in space 4 other than the word or
words required by this regulation.



(1)
Row
num
ber

(2) Condition of party or circumstances

(3) Word(s) to enter in space 4

Party has not previously been married or
formed a civil partnership.

“Single”.

Party’s previous marriage was terminated
by death.

“Widow” or “Widower” (as the case
may be).

Party’s previous civil partnership was
terminated by death.

“Surviving civil partner”.

The circumstances are that—

(a) the parties have previously been
through a form of marriage with each
other (other than a marriage known to
have been null and void),

(b) neither party has since married, or
formed a civil partnership with, a third
party, and

(c) the purpose of performing the
proposed marriage ceremony is the
avoidance of doubt as to the validity of the
previous ceremony.

“Previously went through a form of
marriage at ... on ...” (including in
the appropriate places particulars of
the place and date of the previous
ceremony).

Party’s previous marriage was terminated
by divorce (except where the
circumstances are those in column (2) of
row 9or 11).

“Previous marriage dissolved”.

Party’s previous marriage was annulled on
the ground that the marriage was voidable
(except where the circumstances are those
in column (2) of row 10 or 12).

“Previous marriage annulled”.

Party’s previous civil partnership was
terminated by dissolution (except where
the circumstances are those in column (2)
of row 13 or 15).

“Previous civil partnership dissolved”.

Party’s previous civil partnership was
annulled on the grounds that the civil
partnership was voidable (except where
the circumstances are those in column (2)
of row 14 or 16).

“Previous civil partnership annulled”.

The circumstances are that—

(a) the parties have previously been
through a form of marriage with each
other (other than a marriage known to
have been null and void),

(b) the marriage was terminated by
divorce,

(c) neither party has since married, or
formed a civil partnership with, a third
party, and

(d) neither party has been issued with a
full gender recognition certificate under
the Gender Recognition Act 2004 since
the solemnization of the parties’ previous
marriage.

“Previously married at ... on ...
Marriage dissolved on ...” (including
in the appropriate places particulars of
the place and date of the previous
marriage and the date of its
dissolution).




10.

The circumstances are that—

(a) the parties have previously been
through a form of marriage with each
other (other than a marriage known to
have been null and void),

(b) the marriage was annulled,

(c) neither party has since married, or
formed a civil partnership with, a third
party, and

(d) neither party has been issued with a
full gender recognition certificate under
the Gender Recognition Act 2004 since
the solemnization of the parties’ previous
marriage.

“Previously married at ... on ...
Marriage annulled on ...” (including
in the appropriate places particulars of
the place and date of the previous
marriage and the date of its
annulment).

11. The circumstances are that— If (and only if) both parties so request,
(a) the parties have previously been the following words must be entered
through a form of marriage with each in the form of a single entry in
other (other than a marriage known to relation to both parties—
have been null and void),

(b) the marriage was terminated by “Previously married at ... on ...
divorce, Marriage dissolved on ...” (including
(c) neither party has since married, or in the appropriate places particulars of
formed a civil partnership with, a third the place and date of the previous
party, and marriage and the date of its
(d) a full gender recognition certificate has dissolution).
been issued under the Gender Recognition
Act 2004 to either or each of the parties If no request is made by the parties for
since the solemnization of the parties’ a single entry in those terms, the
previous marriage. words to be entered are—
“Previous marriage dissolved”.
But if a party requests the word
“Single” to be entered in relation to
that party instead of the words
“Previous marriage dissolved”, the
word to be entered in relation to that
party is—
“Single”.
12. The circumstances are that— If (and only if) both parties so request,

(a) the parties have previously been
through a form of marriage with each
other (other than a marriage known to
have been null and void),

(b) the marriage was annulled,

(c) neither party has since married, or
formed a civil partnership with, a third
party, and

(d) a full gender recognition certificate has
been issued under the Gender Recognition
Act 2004 to either or each of the parties
since the solemnization of the parties’
previous marriage.

the following words must be entered,
in the form of a single entry in
relation to both parties—

“Previously married at ... on ...
Marriage annulled on ...” (including
in the appropriate places particulars of
the place and date of the previous
marriage and the date of its
annulment).

If no request is made by the parties for
a single entry in those terms, the
words to be entered are—




“Previous marriage annulled”.

But if a party requests the word
“Single” to be entered in relation to
that party instead of the words
“Previous marriage annulled”, the
word to be entered in relation to that
party is—

“Single”.

13. The circumstances are that— “Previously formed a civil partnership
(a) the parties have previously been at ... on ... Civil partnership
through a form of civil partnership with dissolved on ...” (including in the
each other (other than a civil partnership appropriate places particulars of the
known to be void), place and date of the previous civil
(b) the civil partnership was terminated by | partnership and the date of its
final order of dissolution, dissolution).

(c) neither party has since formed a civil
partnership with, or married, a third party,
and

(d) neither party has been issued with a
full gender recognition certificate under
the Gender Recognition Act 2004 since
the formation of the parties’ previous civil
partnership.

14. The circumstances are that— “Previously formed a civil partnership
(a) the parties have previously been at ... on ... Civil partnership annulled
through a form of civil partnership with on ...” (including in the appropriate
each other (other than a civil partnership places particulars of the place and
known to be void), date of the previous civil partnership
(b) the civil partnership was annulled, and the date of its annulment).

(c) neither party has since formed a civil
partnership with, or married, a third party,
and
(d) neither party has been issued with a
full gender recognition certificate under
the Gender Recognition Act 2004 since
the formation of the parties’ previous civil
partnership.
15. The circumstances are that— If (and only if) both parties so request,

(a) the parties have previously been
through a form of civil partnership with
each other (other than a civil partnership
known to be void),

(b) the civil partnership was terminated by
final order of dissolution,

(c) neither party has since formed a civil
partnership with, or married, a third party,
and

(d) a full gender recognition certificate has
been issued under the Gender Recognition
Act 2004 to either or each of the parties
since the formation of the parties’
previous civil partnership.

the following words must be entered,
in the form of a single entry in
relation to both parties—

“Previously formed a civil partnership
at ... on ... Civil partnership
dissolved on ...” (including in the
appropriate places particulars of the
place and date of the previous civil
partnership and the date of its
dissolution).

If no request is made by the parties for
a single entry in those terms, the
words to be entered are—




“Previous civil partnership dissolved”.

But if a party requests the word
“Single” to be entered in relation to
that party instead of the words
“Previous civil partnership dissolved”,
the word to be entered in relation to
that party is—

“Single”.

16.

The circumstances are that—

(a) the parties have previously been
through a form of civil partnership with
each other (other than a civil partnership
known to be void),

(b) the civil partnership was annulled,

(c) neither party has since formed a civil
partnership with, or married, a third party,
and

(d) a full gender recognition certificate has
been issued under the Gender Recognition
Act 2004 to either or each of the parties
since the formation of the parties’
previous civil partnership.

If (and only if) both parties so request,
the following words must be entered,
in the form of a single entry in
relation to both parties—

“Previously formed a civil partnership
at ... on ... Civil partnership annulled
on ...” (including in the appropriate
places particulars of the place and
date of the previous civil partnership
and the date of its annulment).

If no request is made by the parties for
a single entry in those terms, the
words to be entered are—

“Previous civil partnership annulled”.

But if a party requests the word
“Single” to be entered in relation to
that party instead of the words
“Previous civil partnership annulled”,
the word to be entered in relation to
that party is—

“Single”.

Prescribed content of marriage schedule: particulars about the parties’ parents

9C.—(1) A superintendent registrar required to issue a marriage schedule under section
31(2) of the Act must enter the particulars required in space 7 (particulars of parents) on
form 11A, 11A(w), 11B or 11B(w) (as the case may be) in accordance with this regulation
in relation to each party to the proposed marriage.

(2) Where a party provides the superintendent registrar with the required particulars of a
parent of that party for inclusion in the marriage schedule, the superintendent registrar

must—

(@)

(b)

(©

enter those particulars in the column relating to that party,

if informed by the party that the parent has died, enter the word “deceased” after

the parent’s surname, and

if provided with the parent’s former occupation and informed by the party that the
parent has or had retired from that occupation, enter the word “retired” after that

occupation.




(3) Subject to paragraph (4), where a party provides the superintendent registrar with the
required particulars of a step-parent of that party for inclusion in the marriage schedule, the
superintendent registrar must—

(a) enter those particulars in the column relating to that party,
(b) enter the word ““step-parent” after the step-parent’s surname,

(c) if informed by the party that the step-parent has died, enter the word “deceased”
after the word “step-parent”, and

(d) if provided with the step-parent’s former occupation and informed by the party that
the step-parent has or had retired from that occupation, enter the word “retired”
after that occupation.

(4) The superintendent registrar must not enter any particulars of any step-parent of a
party under paragraph (3) if entering all the required particulars of step-parents provided by
the party for inclusion in the marriage schedule would result in particulars of more than
four individuals in total being entered in space 7 in relation to that party (including
particulars of any parent of the party).

(5) The superintendent registrar must not enter any particulars of a party’s parents or step-
parents other than the particulars (if any) which this regulation requires the superintendent
registrar to enter.

(6) Where the superintendent registrar is not required by this regulation to enter any
particulars at all in space 7 in relation to a party, the superintendent registrar must draw a
line in ink, or cause a line to be printed, through that space in the column relating to that
party.

(7) In this regulation, “the required particulars” of a parent or step-parent are the parent’s
or step-parent’s—

(a) name and surname, and

(b) current occupation or, if the parent or step-parent has no current occupation or has
died, former occupation (if any).

Form of certificate issued in England or Wales for marriage in Scotland

9D.—(1) The form of a certificate for marriage to be issued under section 31(2) of the
Act as applied by section 1(3) of the Marriage (Scotland) Act 1956 (issue of approved
certificate in England or Wales for marriage to be solemnized in Scotland)(a) is form 12 if
the certificate is issued in England, or form 12(w) if the certificate is issued in Wales.

(2) Regulation 2 applies for the purposes of the interpretation of paragraph (1) of this
regulation as it extends to Scotland as well as to England and Wales; and the requirements
of regulation 3 in relation to the completion of form 12(w) apply in relation to the
completion of form 12(w) prescribed by paragraph (1) of this regulation as it extends to
Scotland as well as to England and Wales.”

6. In regulation 10—
(a) for the heading substitute “Form of Registrar General’s licence for marriage”;

(b) omit paragraph (1).

7. After regulation 10 insert—

(a) Section 1(3) was amended by paragraph 53(2) of Schedule 1 to the Registration of Marriages Regulations 2021.



“Form of marriage document issued after publication of banns or grant of special or
common licence

10A. The form of a marriage document to be issued under section 21A(2) of the Act is
form 13A if the document is issued in England, or form 13A(w) if the document is issued in
Wales.

Prescribed content of marriage document: particulars about the condition of the
parties

10B.—(1) A person (“the issuer”) required to issue a marriage document under section
21A(2) of the Act must enter the particulars required in space 4 (condition of the parties) on
form 13A or 13A(w) (as the case may be) in accordance with this regulation.

(2) The issuer must enter, in relation to each party to the proposed marriage separately (in
the column relating to that party) the word or words required by whichever entry in column
(3) of the table in regulation 9B corresponds to the entry in column (2) of that table
describing the condition of that party or the circumstances.

(3) But the requirement of paragraph (2) to enter particulars in relation to each party
separately is subject to paragraph (4), which applies where—

(a) the circumstances are those in column (2) of row 4, 9, 10, 13 or 14 of the table; or

(b) the circumstances are those in column (2) of row 11, 12, 15 or 16 of the table and
the corresponding entry in column (3) requires words to be entered in the form of a
single entry in relation to both parties.

(4) Where this paragraph applies, the issuer must enter the words required by the relevant
entry in column (3) of the table in the form of a single entry relating to both parties across
both columns of space 4 (instead of entering those words in relation to each party
separately).

(5) The issuer must not enter anything in space 4 other than the word or words required
by this regulation.

Prescribed content of marriage document: particulars about the parties’ parents

10C.—(1) A person (‘“the issuer”) required to issue a marriage document under section
21A(2) of the Act must enter the particulars required in space 7 (particulars of parents) on
form 13A or form 13A(w) (as the case may be) in accordance with this regulation in
relation to each party to the proposed marriage.

(2) Where a party provides the issuer with the required particulars of a parent of that party
for inclusion in the marriage document, the issuer must—

(a) enter those particulars in the column relating to that party,

(b) if informed by the party that the parent has died, enter the word “deceased” after
the parent’s surname, and

(c) if provided with the parent’s former occupation and informed by the party that the
parent has or had retired from that occupation, enter the word “retired” after that
occupation.

(3) Subject to paragraph (4), where a party provides the issuer with the required
particulars of a step-parent of that party for inclusion in the marriage document, the issuer
must—

(a) enter those particulars in the column relating to that party,
(b) enter the word ““step-parent” after the step-parent’s surname,

(c) if informed by the party that the step-parent has died, enter the word “deceased”
after the word “step-parent”, and



(d) if provided with the step-parent’s former occupation and informed by the party that
the step-parent has or had retired from that occupation, enter the word “retired”
after that occupation.

(4) The issuer must not enter any particulars of any step-parent of a party under paragraph
(3) if entering all the required particulars of step-parents provided by the party for inclusion
in the marriage document would result in particulars of more than four individuals in total
being entered in space 7 in relation to that party (including particulars of any parent of the

party).
(5) The issuer must not enter any particulars of a party’s parents or step-parents other than
the particulars (if any) which this regulation requires the issuer to enter.

(6) Where the issuer is not required by this regulation to enter any particulars at all in
space 7 in relation to a party, the issuer must draw a line in ink, or cause a line to be printed,
through that space in the column relating to that party.

(7) In this regulation, “the required particulars” of a parent or step-parent are the parent’s
or step-parent’s—

(a) name and surname, and
(b) current occupation or, if the parent or step-parent has no current occupation or has
died, former occupation (if any).”
8. In regulation 11—
(a) the existing text becomes paragraph (1);

(b) in that paragraph after “under section 31(5) of the Act” insert “by a superintendent
registrar when issuing a certificate for marriage”;

(c) after that paragraph insert—

“(2) The form of instructions to be given under section 31(5) of the Act by a
superintendent registrar when issuing a marriage schedule is form 14A if the marriage
schedule is issued in England, or form 14A(w) if the schedule is issued in Wales.”

9. In regulation 11 as amended by regulation § of these Regulations(a), omit paragraph (1).

10. After regulation 11 insert—

“PART 2A

Delivery of marriage schedule or marriage document

Content of notices requiring delivery of signed marriage document or marriage
schedule

11A.—(1) A notice issued to a person under section 53D(6) of the Act (notice requiring
delivery of signed marriage document or marriage schedule)(b) must, in addition to
imposing the requirement referred to in that section—

(a) state that the notice is issued under section 53D(6) of the Act,
(b) state the date on which the notice is issued,

(c) explain what the person was required to do under section 53D(2) or (3)(b) (as the
case may be) of the Act, and

(d) say why the notice is being issued.

(a) The amendments made by regulation 8 of these Regulations have effect from 19th April 2021 and the amendment made by
this regulation has effect from 4th May 2021. See regulation 1(2) and (3)(f).
(b) Section 53D was inserted by regulation 7 of the Registration of Marriages Regulations 2021.

10



(2) A notice issued to a person under section 53D(8) of the Act (notice requiring personal
delivery of signed marriage document or marriage schedule) must, in addition to imposing
the requirement referred to in that section—

(a) state that the notice is issued under section 53D(8) of the Act,

(b) state the date on which the notice is issued and the date on which the notice
previously issued to the person under section 53D(6) of the Act was issued,

(c) say why the notice is being issued,
(d) give the address of the premises at which the notice requires the person to attend,

(e) state the period of time within which the person is required by section 53D(9) of
the Act to comply with the notice, and

(f) explain that the person may commit an offence under section 76A of the Act(a) if
the person fails to comply with the notice.

(3) A notice issued to a person under section S3E(8) of the Act (notice requiring delivery
of a reproduction of a marriage document or marriage schedule)(b) must, in addition to
imposing the requirement referred to in that section—

(a) state that the notice is issued under section 53E(8) of the Act,
(b) state the date on which the notice is issued,

(c) explain what the person was required to do under section 53E(3)(a) or (5)(a) (as
the case may be) of the Act, and

(d) say why the notice is being issued.

(4) A notice issued to a person under section 53E(10) of the Act (notice requiring
personal delivery of a reproduction of a marriage document or marriage schedule) must, in
addition to imposing the requirement referred to in that section—

(a) state that the notice is issued under section 53E(10) of the Act,

(b) state the date on which the notice is issued and the date on which the notice
previously issued to the person under section S3E(8) of the Act was issued,

(c) say why the notice is being issued,
(d) give the address of the premises at which the notice requires the person to attend,

(e) state the period of time within which the person is required by section 53E(11) of
the Act to comply with the notice, and

(f) explain that the person may commit an offence under section 76A of the Act if the
person fails to comply with the notice.

PART 2B

Custody of marriage schedules, marriage documents and register books

Retention of signed marriage documents and schedules by superintendent registrars

11B.—(1) As soon as practicable after a registrar has registered a marriage under section
53D(10)(a) of the Act, the registrar must send the marriage document or marriage schedule
to the superintendent registrar in whose district the marriage was solemnized.

(2) A superintendent registrar who receives a marriage document or marriage schedule
under paragraph (1) must keep it, together with the records of the superintendent registrar’s
office, for at least 5 years beginning with the day on which the superintendent registrar
receives it.

(a) Section 76A was inserted by paragraph 46 of Schedule 1 to the Registration of Marriages Regulations 2021.
(b) Section 53E was inserted by regulation 7 of the Registration of Marriages Regulations 2021
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Closure of marriage register books kept for registration of marriages solemnized in a
registered building without the presence of a registrar

11C.—(1) This regulation applies to a marriage register book—

(a) which, immediately before 4th May 2021, was kept for the purpose of registering
marriages solemnized in a registered building without the presence of a registrar
(and which had therefore not been filled immediately before that date), and

(b) in which the particulars of at least one marriage have been registered.

(2) Until the obligation under paragraph (3)(b) has been complied with in relation to the
marriage register book or the duplicate copy of that book, the authorised person for the
registered building must keep the marriage register book—

(a) in the registered building or in any other place where it was lawfully kept
immediately before 4th May 2021, and

(b) locked in a strong fire-resisting receptacle, except when access to it is required to
register the particulars of a marriage or for the purposes of paragraph (3), or for
any other lawful purpose.

(3) Subject to paragraph (4), the authorised person for the registered building must ensure
that—

(a) the marriage register book is closed as soon as practicable by striking through, in
ink, all unused entries in it, and

(b) the marriage register book or its duplicate copy (but not both) is sent to the
appropriate superintendent registrar as soon as practicable after both copies have
been closed under sub-paragraph (a).

(4) Paragraph (3) does not apply in relation to a marriage register book until all the
particulars of every pre-commencement marriage required to be registered in that marriage
register book have been registered in that book and in the other copy of that book kept for
that purpose.

(5) References in this regulation to the authorised person for a registered building are
references to the authorised persons for the building where there is more than one
authorised person for the building.

(6) In this regulation—

“the appropriate superintendent registrar” means the superintendent registrar of the
registration district where the registered building is situated;

“pre-commencement marriage” means a marriage solemnized in the registered building
before 4th May 2021 without the presence of a registrar.

Closure of marriage register books kept by a registrar

11D.—(1) This regulation applies to a marriage register book—

(a) which was in the custody of a registrar under section 59 of the Act immediately
before 4th May 2021 (and which had therefore not been filled immediately before
that date), and

(b) in which the particulars of at least one marriage have been registered.

(2) Until the obligation under paragraph (5) has been complied with in relation to the
marriage register book, the registrar must continue to keep it in the manner in which it was
required to be kept under section 59 of the Act immediately before 4th May 2021.

(3) Subject to paragraph (4), the registrar must close the marriage register book as soon as
practicable by striking through, in ink, all unused entries in it.

(4) Paragraph (3) does not apply in relation to a marriage register book until all the
particulars of every pre-commencement marriage required to be registered in that marriage
register book have been registered in it.
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(5) As soon as practicable after the registrar has closed the marriage register book under
paragraph (3) and made all copies of entries in the book required for the purposes of
complying with section 57 of the Act, the registrar must send the book to the appropriate
superintendent registrar.

(6) In this regulation—

“the appropriate superintendent registrar” means the superintendent registrar of the
registration district where the premises in which the marriage register book was kept
immediately before 4th May 2021 are situated;

“pre-commencement marriage” means a marriage solemnized in the presence of the
registrar before 4th May 2021.

Continued custody of marriage register books used for marriages solemnized in a
registered building without the presence of a registrar

11E.—(1) This regulation applies to a marriage register book which has been used for the
registration of marriages solemnized in a registered building without the presence of a
registrar and which—

(a) has been closed under regulation 11C and its duplicate copy delivered to a
superintendent registrar, or

(b) was, immediately before 4th May 2021, required by section 60(1)(c) of the Act to
be kept in prescribed custody (within the meaning of that section).

(2) Subject to regulation 11F, the authorised person for the registered building must keep
the marriage register book—

(a) in the registered building, and

(b) locked in a strong fire-resisting receptacle, except when access to it is required for
a lawful purpose.

(3) Where there is more than one authorised person for the registered building, the
reference to the authorised person in paragraph (2) is a reference to the authorised persons
for the building.

Transfer of marriage register books when registration of a building is cancelled

11F.—(1) Subject to paragraph (2), where an application is made under section 42, 43C
or 70 of the Act to cancel the registration of a registered building, each authorised person
for the registered building must ensure that every marriage register book kept in that
building is sent immediately to the Registrar General.

(2) Where an application referred to in paragraph (1) is made without the knowledge of
an authorised person for the building, the obligation under paragraph (1) does not apply in
relation to that authorised person until that authorised person becomes aware that the
application has been made.

Keeping of marriage register books by superintendent registrars

11G.—(1) Where a filled marriage register book is in the keeping of a superintendent
registrar immediately before 4th May 2021, the superintendent registrar must continue to
keep it with the records of the superintendent registrar’s office.

(2) A superintendent registrar to whom a marriage register book is sent under regulation
11C or 11D must keep it with the records of the superintendent registrar’s office.
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PART 2C

Correction of marriage schedules, marriage documents, marriage register books
and the marriage register

Correction of marriage schedule: marriage to be solemnized in presence of registrar
or authorised person

11H.—(1) This regulation applies where—

(a) a marriage is to be solemnized on the authority of a marriage schedule in the
presence of a registrar or in a registered building in the presence of an authorised
person, and

(b) it appears to the registrar or the authorised person, before the marriage is
solemnized, that the marriage schedule requires correction.

(2) For the purposes of this regulation, a marriage schedule requires correction so far as—

(a) any particulars (other than signatures) are missing from any of spaces 1 to 6, 8, 10
and 11 on the marriage schedule form,

(b) any particulars in spaces 1 to 7 on the form have been incorrectly entered or are
otherwise inaccurate,

(c) particulars are included, in relation to a party, in space 7 (particulars of parents or
step-parents) on the form about any person whose particulars the party does not
wish the schedule to include, or

(d) there are no particulars in that space, in relation to a party, about a parent or step-
parent of that party whose particulars the party wishes the schedule to include, and
the party has provided the required particulars of that parent or step-parent to the
registrar or authorised person in whose presence the marriage is to be solemnized.

(3) Subject to the following provisions of this regulation, the registrar or authorised
person must make the amendments necessary to correct the marriage schedule, so far as it
appears to require correction, before the marriage is solemnized.

(4) Where a marriage schedule appears to require correction for the reason in paragraph
(2)(b), an amendment made under paragraph (3) to correct the incorrectly entered or
inaccurate particulars must be made in such a way that those particulars remain legible.

(5) Where the marriage schedule appears to require correction for the reason in paragraph
(2)(d), the registrar or authorised person—

(a) must enter the particulars of the parent or step-parent provided by the party in
space 7 on the form in accordance with regulation 9C(2) or (3) (as the case may
be) as though the registrar or authorised person were a superintendent registrar
entering particulars under that regulation, but

(b) must not enter any particulars of any parent or step-parent in relation to the party if
the result would be that, when the marriage is solemnized, space 7 in the column
relating to that party on the form contains particulars of more than four individuals
in total.

(6) Where a registrar or authorised person corrects or adds particulars in space 4
(condition of the parties) on a marriage schedule form under this regulation, regulation 9B
applies to determine what is to be entered in that space by the registrar or authorised person
as it does to prescribe the content of that space in a marriage schedule issued by a
superintendent registrar.

(7) Where the marriage schedule was issued in Wales and appears to require correction
for the reason in paragraph (2)(a) or (b), any amendment to make the necessary
correction—
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(a) must be made in English where it is made to add missing particulars which were
required to be entered in English or to correct incorrectly entered or inaccurate
particulars which were entered or required to be entered in English, and

(b) must be made in Welsh where it is made to add missing particulars which were
required to be entered in Welsh or to correct incorrectly entered or inaccurate
particulars which were entered or required to be entered in Welsh.

(8) Where the marriage schedule was issued in Wales, contains particulars entered in
Welsh and appears to require correction for the reason in paragraph (2)(d), any necessary
amendment must be made by adding particulars in English and Welsh.

(9) An amendment made under paragraph (3) must be made—
(a) in the presence of the parties to the marriage, and
(b) in ink of durable quality.

(10) A registrar or authorised person making an amendment under paragraph (3) to
particulars in any of spaces 1 to 7, 8, 10 and 11 of a marriage schedule form must initial the
amendment, and ensure that it is initialled by the parties to the marriage, before the
marriage is solemnized.

(11) For the purposes of paragraph (2)(b), particulars in space 7 on a marriage schedule
form—

(a) are not inaccurate by reason only of the fact that any particular person either is or
is not included as a parent or step-parent of the party, but

(b) are inaccurate so far as they fail to include—
(i) the word “deceased” in relation to a parent or step-parent who has died, or

(ii) the word “retired” in relation to a parent or step-parent who has retired from a
former occupation stated in the particulars relating to that parent or step-
parent.

(12) For the purposes of paragraph (2)(b), particulars in space 4 on a marriage schedule
form are not inaccurate so far as they describe a party as “Single” as a result of that word
having been entered in relation to that party in that space at that party’s request in
accordance with these Regulations.

(13) For the purposes of paragraph (2)(d), the “required particulars” of a parent or step-
parent are the parent’s or step-parent’s—

(a) name and surname, and

(b) current occupation or, if the parent or step-parent has no current occupation or has
died, former occupation (if any).

Correction of marriage schedule: other marriages to be solemnized on authority of
marriage schedule

111.—(1) This regulation applies where a marriage is to be solemnized on the authority of
a marriage schedule according to—
(a) the rites of the Church of England,
(b) the usages of the Society of Friends, or
(c) the usages of the Jews.

(2) Where it appears to the specified person who is to sign the marriage schedule, before
the marriage is solemnized, that the marriage schedule requires correction, the specified
person may make amendments to the marriage schedule to correct it, so far as it appears to
require correction.

(3) But a marriage schedule may only be corrected—
(a) in a manner permitted by this regulation, and

(b) before the marriage is solemnized.
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(4) For the purposes of this regulation, a marriage schedule requires correction so far as—

(a) any particulars (other than signatures) are missing from any of spaces 1 to 6, 8, 10
and 11 on the marriage schedule form,

(b) any particulars in spaces 1 to 7 on the form have been incorrectly entered or are
otherwise inaccurate,

(c) particulars are included, in relation to a party, in space 7 (particulars of parents or
step-parents) on the form about any person whose particulars the party does not
wish the schedule to include, or

(d) there are no particulars in that space, in relation to a party, about a parent or step-
parent of that party whose particulars the party wishes the schedule to include, and
the party has provided the required particulars of that parent or step-parent to the
registrar or authorised person in whose presence the marriage is to be solemnized.

(5) So far as a marriage schedule appears to require correction for the reason in paragraph
(4)(b), it may only be amended in such a way that the incorrectly entered or inaccurate
particulars remain legible.

(6) So far as a marriage schedule appears to require correction for the reason in paragraph
(4)(d), it may only be corrected—

(a) by entering the particulars of the parent or step-parent provided by the party in
space 7 on the marriage schedule form as required by regulation 9C(2) or (3) (as
the case may be) in relation to the entering of particulars of a parent or step-parent
by a superintendent registrar required to issue a marriage schedule under section
31(2) of the Act, and

(b) if the result would be that, when the marriage is solemnized, space 7 in the column
relating to that party on the form contains particulars of no more than four
individuals in total.

(7) No amendment is permitted to the particulars in space 4 (condition of the parties) on
the marriage schedule form except an amendment which results in particulars being entered
in that space as required by regulation 9B in relation to the entering of particulars in that
space by a superintendent registrar issuing a marriage schedule under section 31(2) of the
Act.

(8) So far as a marriage schedule issued in Wales appears to require correction for the
reason in paragraph (4)(a) or (b)—

(a) an amendment made to add missing particulars which were required to be entered
in English, or to correct incorrectly entered or inaccurate particulars which were
entered or required to be entered in English, may only be made in English, and

(b) an amendment made to add missing particulars which were required to be entered
in Welsh, or to correct incorrectly entered or inaccurate particulars which were
entered or required to be entered in Welsh, may only be made in Welsh.

(9) Where the marriage schedule was issued in Wales, contains particulars entered in
Welsh and appears to require correction for the reason in paragraph (4)(d), any necessary
amendment may only be made by adding particulars in English and Welsh.

(10) For the purposes of paragraph (4)(b), particulars in space 7 on a marriage schedule
form—

(a) are not inaccurate by reason only of the fact that any particular person either is or
is not included as a parent or step-parent of the party, but

(b) are inaccurate so far as they fail to include—
(1) the word “deceased” in relation to a parent or step-parent who has died, or

(i1) the word “retired” in relation to a parent or step-parent who has retired from a
former occupation stated in the particulars relating to that parent or step-
parent.
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(11) For the purposes of paragraph (4)(b), particulars in space 4 on a marriage schedule
form are not inaccurate so far as they describe a party as “Single” as a result of that word
having been entered in relation to that party in that space at that party’s request in
accordance with these Regulations.

(12) In paragraph (2) “the specified person” has the same meaning as in section 53C of
the Act (signing of a marriage schedule).

(13) For the purposes of paragraph (4)(d), the “required particulars” of a parent or step-
parent are the parent’s or step-parent’s—

(a) name and surname, and

(b) current occupation or, if the parent or step-parent has no current occupation or has
died, former occupation (if any).

Correction of marriage document

11J.—(1) This regulation applies where a marriage is to be solemnized—
(a) after the publication of banns,
(b) on the authority of a special licence, or
(c) on the authority of a common licence.

(2) Where it appears to the clergyman by whom the marriage is to be solemnized, before
the marriage is solemnized, that the marriage document for the marriage requires
correction, the clergyman may make amendments to the marriage document to correct it, so
far as it appears to require correction.

(3) But a marriage document may only be corrected—
(a) in a manner permitted by this regulation, and
(b) before the marriage is solemnized.

(4) For the purposes of this regulation, a marriage document requires correction so far
as—

(a) any particulars (other than signatures) are missing from any of spaces 1 to 6, 8, 10
and 11 on the marriage document form,

(b) any particulars in spaces 1 to 7 on the form have been incorrectly entered or are
otherwise inaccurate,

(c) particulars are included, in relation to a party, in space 7 (particulars of parents or
step-parents) on the form about any person whose particulars the party does not
wish the marriage document to include, or

(d) there are no particulars in that space, in relation to a party, about a parent or step-
parent of that party whose particulars the party wishes the marriage document to
include, and the party has provided the required particulars of that parent or step-
parent to the clergyman by whom the marriage is to be solemnized.

(5) So far as a marriage document appears to require correction for the reason in
paragraph (4)(b), it may only be amended in such a way that the incorrectly entered or
inaccurate particulars remain legible.

(6) So far as a marriage document appears to require correction for the reason in
paragraph (4)(d), it may only be corrected—

(a) by entering the particulars of the parent or step-parent provided by the party in
space 7 on the marriage document form as required by regulation 10C(2) or (3) (as
the case may be) in relation to the entering of particulars of a parent or step-parent
by a person required to issue a marriage document under section 21A(2) of the
Act, and

(b) if the result would be that, when the marriage is solemnized, space 7 in the column
relating to that party on the form contains particulars of no more than four
individuals in total.
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(7) No amendment is permitted to the particulars in space 4 (condition of the parties) on
the marriage document form except an amendment which results in particulars being
entered in that space as required by regulation 10B in relation to the entering of particulars
in that space by a person required to issue a marriage document under section 21A(2) of the
Act.

(8) So far as a marriage document issued in Wales appears to require correction for the
reason in paragraph (4)(a) or (b)—

(a) an amendment made to add missing particulars which were required to be entered
in English, or to correct incorrectly entered or inaccurate particulars which were
entered or required to be entered in English, may only be made in English, and

(b) an amendment made to add missing particulars which were required to be entered
in Welsh, or to correct incorrectly entered or inaccurate particulars which were
entered or required to be entered in Welsh, may only be made in Welsh.

(9) Where the marriage document was issued in Wales, contains particulars entered in
Welsh and appears to require correction for the reason in paragraph (4)(d), any necessary
amendment may only be made by adding particulars in English and Welsh.

(10) For the purposes of paragraph (4)(b), particulars in space 7 on a marriage document
form—

(a) are not inaccurate by reason only of the fact that any particular person either is or
is not included as a parent or step-parent of the party, but

(b) are inaccurate so far as they fail to include—
(1) the word “deceased” in relation to a parent or step-parent who has died, or

(i1) the word “retired” in relation to a parent or step-parent who has retired from a
former occupation stated in the particulars relating to that parent or step-
parent.

(11) For the purposes of paragraph (4)(b), particulars in space 4 on a marriage document
form are not inaccurate so far as they describe a party as “Single” as a result of that word
having been entered in relation to that party in that space at that party’s request in
accordance with these Regulations.

(12) For the purposes of paragraph (4)(d), the “required particulars” of a parent or step-
parent are the parent’s or step-parent’s—

(a) name and surname, and

(b) current occupation or, if the parent or step-parent has no current occupation or has
died, former occupation (if any).

Correction of marriage register book kept by superintendent registrar
11K.—(1) A person may apply to have an entry in a marriage register book kept by a
superintendent registrar corrected where—
(a) the entry relates to a marriage to which that person is or was party, and

(b) that person considers that there is an error in the form or substance of the entry,
made when the marriage was registered under section 55 of the Act.

(2) An application under paragraph (1) must be made in writing to the superintendent
registrar by whom the book is kept.
(3) Paragraphs (4) to (14) apply where—
(a) a person makes an application to a superintendent registrar under sub-paragraph
(D), or

(b) it appears to a superintendent registrar (otherwise than as a result of such an
application) that there is an error in the form or substance of an entry in a marriage
register book kept by that superintendent registrar, made when the marriage was
registered under paragraph 55 of the Act.
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(4) Where a duplicate copy of the marriage register book is kept by any person, the
superintendent registrar must request a copy of the corresponding entry in that duplicate
copy from that person.

(5) An authorised person who receives a request under paragraph (4) must comply with it
as soon as reasonably practicable.

(6) The superintendent registrar must make a report to the Registrar General about any
application under paragraph (1) or any apparent error mentioned in paragraph (3)(b), after
having considered any copy provided in response to a request under paragraph (4).

(7) The superintendent registrar’s report must contain such information as the Registrar
General may require.

(8) If the Registrar General, having considered a report under paragraph (6), is satisfied
that there is an error in the form or substance of the entry, made when the marriage was
registered under section 55 of the Act, the Registrar General may give an instruction to the
superintendent registrar about correcting the entry.

(9) An instruction under paragraph (8) requiring the correction, in a marriage register
book kept in Wales, of an error or omission in particulars entered or required to be entered
in English must require the correction to be made in English.

(10) An instruction under paragraph (8) requiring the correction, in a marriage register
book kept in Wales, of an error or omission in particulars entered or required to be entered
in Welsh must require the correction to be made in Welsh.

(11) An instruction under paragraph (8) may require the superintendent registrar to make
a note in the margin of the marriage register book in which the entry appears.

(12) The superintendent registrar must comply with any instruction given by the Registrar
General under paragraph (8).

(13) The superintendent registrar must comply with the instruction within 7 days
beginning with the day on which the superintendent registrar receives it.

(14) Where a superintendent registrar corrects an entry under this regulation, the
superintendent registrar must, as soon as practicable, send to the Registrar General—

(a) acopy of the corrected entry, and

(b) a copy of any marginal note referred to in paragraph (11).

Correction of the marriage register by the Registrar General
11L.—(1) For the purposes of this regulation, there is an error in an entry in the marriage
register relating to a marriage so far as—

(a) any particulars required by section 53D(10)(a) of the Act to be entered in the
register in respect of the marriage were omitted from the entry or entered
incorrectly, or

(b) the entry contains any particulars which were inaccurate at the time when the
marriage was solemnized, despite being correctly entered in the register under that
section.

(2) Where a person considers that there is an error in an entry in the marriage register
relating to a marriage to which that person is or was party, that person may apply to have
the entry amended to correct the error.

(3) An application under paragraph (2) must be made in writing to a superintendent
registrar.

(4) Paragraphs (5) to (11) apply where—
(a) aperson makes an application to a superintendent registrar under paragraph (2), or

(b) it appears to a superintendent registrar (otherwise than as a result of such an
application) that there is an error in an entry in the marriage register.

(5) The superintendent registrar must report the matter to the Registrar General.
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(6) The superintendent registrar’s report must contain such information as the Registrar
General may require.

(7) The Registrar General may request evidence in relation to the matter from the
applicant (if any) or require evidence in relation to the matter from the superintendent
registrar.

(8) I the Registrar General is satisfied, on the basis of the superintendent registrar’s
report and any evidence provided under paragraph (7), that there is an error in an entry in
the marriage register, the Registrar General may amend the entry to correct the error.

(9) Subject to paragraph (10), where the Registrar General amends an entry under this
regulation to correct particulars which the Registrar General considers were entered
incorrectly under section 53D(10)(a) of the Act or were inaccurate at the time when the
marriage was solemnized despite being entered correctly, the Registrar General must make
the amendment in such a way that the amended entry does not show those incorrectly
entered or inaccurate particulars.

(10) The Registrar General is permitted to make only a marginal note in the register to
correct an error under this regulation where the Registrar General considers that the error in
the entry exists because of an error made by a party to the marriage in providing
information—

(a) in connection with giving notice of the marriage under section 27 of the Act(a), or

(b) to the specified person required to sign the marriage schedule in respect of the
marriage under section 53C(6) or (7) of the Act(b) or (as the case may be) the
clergyman required to sign the marriage document in respect of the marriage under
section 53B(4) of the Act(c).

(11) An amendment made under this regulation to an entry in the marriage register must
be made—

(a) in English if it is made to correct particulars entered or required to be entered in
English, or to add omitted particulars which were required to be entered in
English;

(b) in Welsh if it is made to correct particulars entered or required to be entered in
Welsh, or to add omitted particulars which were required to be entered in Welsh.

(12) For the purposes of this regulation, particulars in an entry in the marriage register
relating to a party’s parents or step-parents—

(a) are not inaccurate by reason only of the fact that any particular person either is or
is not included as a parent or step-parent of the party, but

(b) are inaccurate so far as they fail to include—
(1) the word “deceased” in relation to a parent or step-parent who had died, or

(i1) the word “retired” in relation to a parent or step-parent who had retired from a
former occupation stated in the particulars relating to that parent or step-
parent.

(13) For the purposes of this regulation, particulars in any entry in the marriage register
relating to the condition of a party are not inaccurate so far as they describe a party as
“Single” as a result of that word having been entered in relation to that party in space 4 on
the marriage schedule form or marriage document form in respect of the marriage at that
party’s request in accordance with these Regulations.”

(a) Section 27 was amended by paragraph 5 of Schedule 1 to the Marriage Act 1983 (c. 32), paragraph 2 of the Schedule to the
Marriage Act 1994 (c. 34), section 161(1) and (2) of, paragraph 8 of Schedule 14 to, and Schedule 16 to, the Immigration
and Asylum Act 1999, paragraph 14 of Schedule 27 to the Civil Partnership Act 2004 (c. 33), paragraph 2 of Schedule 4 to
the Immigration Act 2014, paragraph 9 of Schedule 15 to the Immigration Act 2016, article 2 of the Registration of
Marriages etc. (Electronic Communications and Electronic Storage) Order 2009 and paragraph 12 of Schedule 1 to the
Registration of Marriages Regulations 2021.

(b) Section 53C was inserted by regulation 7 of the Registration of Marriages Regulations 2021.

(c) Section 53B was inserted by regulation 7 of the Registration of Marriages Regulations 2021
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11.—(1) Schedule 1 (prescribed forms) is amended as follows.
(2) In the table—

(a) after the row beginning “11(w)” insert—

“11A 9A(1) Marriage schedule for any marriage other than
a marriage to be solemnized in the presence of
a superintendent registrar and a registrar
Marriage schedule for any marriage other than
a marriage to be solemnized in the presence of
a superintendent registrar and a registrar (with
Welsh translation)

Marriage schedule for a marriage to be
solemnized in the presence of a superintendent
registrar and a registrar

Marriage schedule for a marriage to be
solemnized in the presence of a superintendent
registrar and a registrar (with Welsh

translation)

11A(w)  9A(1)

11B 9A(2)

11IB(w) 9A(2)

(b) for the rows beginning “12” and “12(w)” substitute—

“12 9D(1) Approved certificate for marriage intended to
be solemnized in Scotland where one or both
parties are residing in England or Wales

12(w) 9D(1) Approved certificate for marriage intended to

be solemnized in Scotland where one or both
parties are residing in England or Wales (with
Welsh translation)

(c) after the row beginning “13” insert—

“13A 10A Marriage document

13A(w) 10A Marriage document (with Welsh translation)

(d) for the rows beginning “14” and “14(w)” substitute—

“14 11(1) Form of instructions to be given when issuing
certificate for marriage

14(w) 11(1) Form of instructions to be given when issuing
certificate of marriage (with Welsh translation)

14A 11(2) Form of instructions to be given when issuing
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Section 31(2)
Marriage Act
1949
Section 31(2)
Marriage Act
1949

Section 31(2)
Marriage Act
1949

Section 31(2)
Marriage Act
1949~

Section 31(2)
Marriage Act
1949, as applied
by section 1(3) of
the Marriage
(Scotland) Act
1956

Section 31(2)
Marriage Act
1949, as applied
by section 1(3) of
the Marriage
(Scotland) Act
1956”

Section 21A(2)
Marriage Act
1949

Section 21A(2)

Marriage Act
1949~

Section 31(5)
Marriage Act
1949

Section 31(5)
Marriage Act
1949

Section 31(5)



marriage schedule Marriage Act

1949
14A(w) 11(2) Form of instructions to be given when issuing Section 31(5)
marriage schedule (with Welsh translation) Marriage Act
1949~

(3) In the table as amended by paragraph (2)(d) of this regulation, omit the rows beginning “14”
and “14(w)”(a).

(4) For form 1 and form 1(w) (but not the headings preceding them) substitute the forms set out
under the headings “Form 1” and “Form 1(w)” respectively in Part 1 of the Schedule.

(5) For form 2 and form 2(w) (but not the headings preceding them) substitute the forms set out
under the headings “Form 2” and “Form 2(w)” respectively in Part 1 of the Schedule.

(6) For form 3 and form 3(w) (but not the headings preceding them) substitute the forms set out
under the headings “Form 3” and “Form 3(w)” respectively in Part 1 of the Schedule.

(7) For form 4 and form 4(w) (but not the headings preceding them) substitute the forms set out
under the headings “Form 4” and “Form 4(w)” respectively in Part 1 of the Schedule.

(8) After form 11(w) insert forms 11A, 11A(w), 11B and 11B(w) set out in Part 2 of the
Schedule, including the headings preceding those forms.

(9) For forms 12 and 12(w) and the headings preceding those forms substitute, respectively,
forms 12 and 12(w) set out in Part 1 of the Schedule, including the headings preceding those
forms.

(10) For form 13 (but not the heading preceding it) substitute the form set out under the heading
“Form 13” in Part 1 of the Schedule.

(11) After form 13 insert forms 13A and 13A(w) set out in Part 2 of the Schedule, including the
headings preceding those forms.

(12) Omit forms 14 and 14(w) and the headings preceding those forms.

(13) After form 14(w) insert forms 14A and 14A(w) set out in Part 2 of the Schedule, including
the headings preceding those forms(b).

12. In Schedule 2 (forms of words in English and Welsh), in the table—

(a) after the row beginning with “Deceased” insert—

“Retired Wedi ymddeol
Step-parent Llys-riant”

(b) after the row beginning with “Certificate” insert—

“Marriage schedule Atodlen priodas
Marriage document Dogfen priodas”

Given under my hand on 30th March 2021

Abi Tierney
Registrar General

(a) The rows beginning “14” and “14(w)” are inserted with effect from 19th April 2021, and the amendment made by
regulation 11(3) has effect from 4th May 2021. See regulation 1(2) and (3)(g).

(b) This amendment has effect from 19th April 2021. Forms 14 and 14(w) are omitted with effect from 4th May 2021. See
regulation 1(2) and (3)(g).
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I approve

Kevin Foster
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State
30th March 2021 Home Office

SCHEDULE Regulation 11(4) to (11) and (13)

Prescribed forms

PART 1

New forms to replace existing forms
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PART 2

New additional forms

Form 11A
Regulation 9A(1) Section 31(2) Marriage Act 1949

|the {Tine

MARRIAGE SCHEDULE

System no.

Mamage schedule issued by ... rrerscmaceces (OSAOEY ... -.—..{designation) in the regismation
disiict el oo oo s s o it o s s s o (eiiiniehritine. sreel oo L
The issuwe of this schednle has not been forbidden by any person suthorized o forbid the issue thereof.

The waiting peried in respect of both notices of marmiage has expired, or has been reduced on the suthority of the

Reeistrar General The marmizge nmst be solemmnized om or befome ... e

1. Date and place
of mamage

2. Hame and
Swmame

3. Date of buth

4. Condibion

5. Occupation

6. Residence at fime

of mamage

|

. MotherFather/
Parent name sumanss
and occupation

5. Mamage solemmized according to the nies and ceremonies effusages of * e
mthepanishof*. ..o by schedule by mee o (Sl ETatUTE)

*delete a5 approprime

9. Sigmature of parties
marTied

10. Name and signature
SpSTE

11. Signature of person
authorised fo sign
the schedule
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Regulation 9A(2)

Form 11B

Section 31(2) Marriage Act 1949

‘ Date / Time

MARRIAGE SCHEDULE

System No.

Marriage sehedule tssued by ..
districtof ...
The iszue of thiz schedula has not baen forbidden by any person authorized to forbid the izsue thereaf.

The warting pariod m respect of hoth notices of marriage has expired, or has baon reduced on the authornty of the

Registrar General The marniaze must be solemmized oporbefore. ..o

ceeeeeeeimthe

SOOI § .1 S

ceeeeeeemen---dazipnation) in the registration

eeeeeeeeen.[administrative avea) on .

1. Date and placa of

marriage

2. Name and surname

1. Dats of birth

4. Condition

3. Oceupation

6. Femdence at time of
marriage

7. Meothar/Father/Parant
name surname and
occupation

8. Mamaze sclemmzed by schedule bafore me oo

it it AT e i i

. {slgnatura)

PO P P [ - T+-a.F 1 o0+ 1Y,

9. Signature of parties

marmed

10. Name and signature
of witnesses

11. Siznature of persen
autherized to s1gn the
schedula

sosiiamme) st s s o

..... [zlgnaturs)

{desiznation)
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Form 13A
Regulation 10A Section 21A(2) Marriage Act 1949

MARRIAGE DOCUMENT

Mamage document 13508d BY oo e LBRIDE] ot eaees s e e e OB I ERATOD

e pamsh ool o e s s R s e e s

1. Date and place
of mamage

2. Name and
Swmname

3. Date of barth

4. Condinon

5. Occupation

6. Residence at ime
of mamage

7. MuotherFather!
Parent name sumans
and occupation

3. Mamage solemmzed according to the rites and ceremomies of the ...

bylfafter® oo Dy e ¥ dalete a5 appropriate

9. Siznature of parizes
Sl

10. Name and signature
of wiinesses

11. S1pnature of the b

bywhomthemamage| o (BEDE)oeeoror.. (dEignation)
was solemmized i




Regulation 10A

Form 13A(w)
Section 21A(2) Marriage Act 1949

Ref Mo.
v No.

MARRIAGE DOCUMENT
DOGFEN PRIODAS

ym mhblwyE

Dhoefen priodas 3 gyfiwymwyd gam .o

0 108 PSR OF oo

SO | | ) B R S B2 SRR LR = 1 |

SR ) - SO S
~jm

o

. Diafe and place of mamiaze
Dyidiad a man y briodas

2, MName and Surmame
Emw a chyfenw

Lad

. Diate of birth
Dadiad geni

4. Condidon
Cyfiwr

5. Ocoupation
Crwaith

. Residence at tme of
marriage

Preswylfa adeg prindi

7. Mother Father Parent nams
urmame and ocoupation
Eow cyfeow a gwarth y
Fam/Tad' Fhiant

Prindas a weimydiaryd yo unod 3 defodan & SSTemMERIL ... e eereees s et rmes e
i, i e e L A L 4 e S

by me. * delere as aqpproprioe

... genmyifl, * diieer fl bo'n briodol

1. Mame and siznarore of
wimesses
Eow a Dofood ¥ fyston

11. Sismamre of the mamber

DAITEAZE Was Sokemmnized
Liofned aelod o't

hriodas

B R | T

SRR " 1 .|| IO WSRO P SO (-2 7.1 |i 1211 |
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Form 14A
Regulation 11(2) Section 31(5) Marriage Act 1949

Instruction for the solemuization of @ marrage in a registered building without the presence
af & registrar

1 This marriage must take place in the registered building named in the marriage schedule,
and nowhere slse.

2 The authorised person duly appointed for the registered building named in the marriage
schedule, or an authorised person for some other registered building in the same regisiration
district, must be present at the marriage.

3 Al least two witnesses must also be present, and the doors of the registered building must be
open. (The doors need not be actually open provided they are not so closed as to prevent persons
from entering that part of the building in which the marriage is solemnized).

a The marriage schedule issued by a superintendent regisirar as the legal authority for the
marmmage must be delivered to the authorised persoen in whose presence the marriage is to be
solemnized. Unless this schedule is in their possession, the authorised person must on no account
allow the marriage to take place.

5 It is essential to the validity of the marriage that in some part of the ceremony (and in the
presence of the wilnesses and the authorised person) each of the parties makes a declaration in
one of the following forms -

{a) by saying “1 do solemnly declare that | know not of any lawful impediment why | [name]
may not be joined in matrimony to [name]”; or

(b} by saying "l declare that | know of no legal reason why | [mame] may not be joined in
marriage to [mame]”. or

(c) by replying “I am” to the gquestion put to them successively “Are you [name] free lawfully
to marry [name]?;

and that each of them says to the other one of the following forms of words of contract:-

{a) "I call upon these persons here present to witness that | [name] do take thee [name] to
be my lawful wedded wife[or husband]”; or
(b} I [name] take you [or thee] [name] to be my wedded wife [or husband]".
6. These declaratory and contracting words must be said in the presence of the

authorised person acting on the occasion and of the witnesses to the marriage.

& Immediately afier the marriage is solemnized the authorised person must ensure that the
marriage schedule is signed by the parties married, by two witnesses and by the authorised
person. The signed marriage schedule must be returned to the registrar of the district in which the
marriage took place within 21 days of it being signed.
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Form 14A(w)
Regulation 11(2) Section 31(5) Marriage Act 1949

1. This marriage must take place in the registered building named in the marriage schedule, and nowhere else

2 The authorized person duly appointed for the registered building named in the marriage schedule, or an autherised person for some other
registered building in the same registration district, must be present at the marriage.

3 At least two witnesses must also be present, and the doors of the registered building must be open. (The doors need not be actually open
provided they are net so closed as to prevent persons from entering that part of the building in which the marriage is solemnized).

4. The marriage schedule issued by a superintendent registrar as the legal authority for the mamriage must be delivered to the authorised
persen in whose presence the marriage is fo be Ir Unless this is in their ion, the i person must on no account
allow the marriags to take place.

5 Itis essential to the validity of the marriage that in some part of the (and in the of the wit and the
persen) each of the parties makes a declaration in one of the following forms:-

{a) by saying ‘1 do solemnly declare that | know not of any lawful im pediment why | [name] may not be joined in matrimony to [name]";
ar

(b} by saying “l declare that | know of no legal reason why | [name] may not be joined in marriage to [name["; or
{c) by replying “ am” to the question put to them successively “Are you [name] free lawfully to marry [name]?;

and that each of them says to the other one of the following forms of words of contract-

{a) *I call upon these persons here present to witness that | [name] de take thee [name] to be my lawful wedded wife[or husband]"; or
{b) “I [name] take you [or thee] [name] to be my wedded wife [or husband]”
6. These declaratory and confracting words must be said in the presence of the authorized person acting on the occasion and of the witnesses

to the marriage.

T Immediately afier the marriage is selemnized the authorised person must ensure that the marriage schedule is signed by the parties
married, by two witnesses and by the authorised person. The signed marriage schedule must be returned to the registrar of the district in which the
marriage took place within 21 days of it being signed.

Cyfarwyddi ar gyfer il priodas mewn adeilad cofrestredig heb bresenoldeb cofrestrydd
4 Rhaid i’ briodas hon gael ei gweinyddu yn yr adeilad cofrestredig a enwyd yn yr atedlen priedas, ac yn unman arall.
2z Rhaid i'T person awdurdededig a bencdwyd yn briodol dros yr adeilad cofrestredig a enwyd yn yr atodlen priodas, neu berson awdurdededig

dros adeilad cofrestredig arall yn yr un dosbarth cofrestru, fod yn bresennol yn y briodas.

3 Rhaid hefyd i ddau dyst fan lleiaf fod yn bresennol a rhaid i ddrysau'r adeilad cofresiredig fod yn agored. (Mid oes angen i't drysau fod yn
agored mewn gwirienedd cyn belled &'u bod heb eu cau fel ag i rwystro persenau rhag cael mynediad i'T rhan honno o adeilad lle gweinyddir y
briodas.)

4. Rhaid trosglwydde'r atodlen pricdas a roddwryd gan gofrestrydd arolygol fel awdurded cyfreithiol y briodas at y person awdurdodedig y
gweinyddir y briodas yn ei Viydd. Oni fydd yr atodlen hon yn ei feddiant ni ddyiaiT persen awdurdodedig ar unrhyw gyfrif adael it briodas gael ei
gweinyddu

5. Mae'n hanfodol ar gyfer dilysrwydd y briodas i ddau a briodir, rywbryd yn ystod v seremoni (ac yng ngéydd v tystion a'r person
awdurdodedig), wneud datganiad yn un o’r flurfiau canlynol:-

{a) trwy ddweud “'r wyf fi yn ddifrifol yn hysbysu na wn i am un rhwystr cyfreithlon, fel na ellir fy uno i (enw) mewn priodas 3 (enw)";
neu

{b) trwy ddweud “¥r wyf yn hysbysu na wn i am unrhyw reswm cyfreithlon fel na ellir fy uno i (enw) mewn priodas 3 (enw)"; neu
ic) trwy ymateb *YduwyT i'T cwestiwn a reddwyd iddynt y naill ar 8l y llall, sef “Ydych chi (enw) yn rhydd, yn gyfreithlion, i briodi (enw)?*
ac i bob un chonynt ddweud y naill wrth y llall un o'r ffurfiau canlynol o eiriad y cytundeb -

(3 “rwyf fi yn galw ar y personau hyn sydd yma'n bresennel i dystiolaethu fy mod i (enw) yn dy gymryd di (enw) yn wraig briod
gyfreithlon {neu yn W priod cyfreithlon) i mi"; neur

{b) “¥rwyf fi (enw) yn dy gymryd di (enw) yn wraig briod (neu yn ¥r priod) i mi.*

6. Rhaid dweud geiriau’r datganiad a'r cytundeb hwn yng ngydd y person awdurdodedig a fydd yn gweithredu ar yr adeg honne, ynghyd &
thystion y bricdas.

T Unwaith y gweinyddir y briodas, rhaid i'T person awdurdodedig sicrhau bod yr atodlen priodas yn cael ei llofnodi gan y ddau a briedwyd, gan
ddau dyst a gan y person awdurdededig. Rhald dychwelyd yr atodien priodas wedll lomod! at gofrestrydd y dosbarth cofrestru lie y gwelnydawyd y
briedas o fewn 21 diwrnod ar 4l ei llofnadi.
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations amend the Registration of Marriages Regulations 2015 (“the 2015
Regulations”). The amendments are connected with the amendments to the Marriage Act 1949
(“the 1949 Act”) made by the Registration of Marriages Regulations 2021 (S.I. 2021/411). Those
amendments to the 1949 Act provide for a “marriage document” to be issued by a member of the
clergy where a marriage is to be solemnized following the publication of banns or on the authority
of a special or common licence. They also provide for other marriages to be solemnized on the
authority of a “marriage schedule” issued by a superintendent registrar (rather than, as formerly,
on the authority of certificates). After solemnization of the marriage, the signed marriage
document or marriage schedule must be returned to the registrar for the district in which the
marriage was solemnized so that the registrar may then register the marriage. The amendments
made to the 1949 Act also provide for the registration of marriages in a new electronic register
instead of in marriage register books.

Regulation 5 inserts new regulations 9A to 9C in the 2015 Regulations. New regulation 9A
prescribes forms for marriage schedules, and new regulations 9B and 9C prescribe the content of
spaces on those forms.

Regulation 5 also inserts new regulation 9D, which prescribes a new form for a certificate for
marriage issued in England or Wales under section 31 of the 1949 Act as applied by section 1(3)
of the Marriage (Scotland) Act 1956. The new form is added by regulation 11(9) and Part 1 of the
Schedule. Regulation 6 amends regulation 10 of the 2015 Regulations (with effect from 4th May
2021) to remove the form prescribed by that regulation for marriage certificates, since certificates
for marriage are generally superseded by marriage schedules.

Regulation 7 inserts new regulations 10A, 10B and 10C in the 2015 Regulations. New regulation
10A prescribes forms for marriage documents, and new regulations 10B and 10C prescribe the
content of spaces on those forms.

The prescribed forms for marriage schedules and marriage documents are added to the 2015
Regulations by regulation 11(2)(a) and (c), (8) and (11) and Part 2 of the Schedule.

Regulation 8 amends regulation 11 of the 2015 Regulations. The amendments prescribe forms for
instructions given by a superintendent registrar under section 31(5) of the 1949 Act when issuing a
marriage schedule for a marriage to be solemnized in a registered building without a registrar
being present. The forms are added to the 2015 Regulations by regulation 11(2)(d) and (13) and
Part 2 of the Schedule. Regulation 11 of the 2015 Regulations continues also to prescribe forms
for instructions given under section 31(5) when a certificate is issued for a marriage to be
solemnized in a registered building without the presence of a registrar; but regulation 9 of these
Regulations removes that provision with effect from 4th May 2021 when certificates for marriage
will cease to be issued, and regulation 11(3) and (12) removes the forms.

Regulation 10 inserts new Parts 2A, 2B and 2C in the 2015 Regulations, comprising new
regulations 11A to 11L.

New Part 2A (comprising new regulation 11A) of the 2015 Regulations prescribes the content of
notices under sections 53D and 53E of the 1949 Act. Section 53D makes provision for cases
where the signed marriage document or marriage schedule is not delivered to the registrar as
required after solemnization of the marriage. It provides for a procedure by which this may be
enforced by the issuing of notices by a registrar requiring delivery of the document or schedule.
Section 53E makes similar provision for cases where the original marriage document or schedule
has been lost or destroyed and a reproduction has been required.

New Part 2B comprises new regulations 11B to 11G. New regulation 11B requires a registrar who
has registered a marriage to send the marriage document or marriage schedule to the
superintendent registrar, and requires superintendent registrars to keep these documents and
schedules for at least 5 years. New regulations 11C to 11G provide for the closure of marriage
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register books formerly in use by registrars or for the registration of marriages solemnized in
registered buildings without the presence of a registrar, and for copies of such closed books to be
sent to and kept by the appropriate superintendent registrar. They also provide for the keeping of
existing, filled register books formerly used for the registration of marriages solemnized in
registered buildings without the presence of a registrar.

New Part 2C comprises new regulations 11H to 11L. New regulations 11H and 111 provide for the
correction of marriage schedules before solemnization of a marriage. New regulation 11J provides
for the correction of a marriage document before solemnization of the marriage. New regulation
11K provides for the correction of entries in marriage register books kept by the superintendent
registrar. New regulation 11L provides for the correction of entries in the new marriage register.

Regulation 11(4) to (7) and (10) replaces specified forms in Schedule 1 to the 2015 Regulations.

Regulation 12 amends Schedule 2 to the 2015 Regulations, which provides mandatory Welsh
equivalents of English expressions required to be used in completing forms. The amendments are
consequential on other amendments made by these Regulations. Further provision about the
completion of forms is made by regulations 3(b) and 4.

A full impact assessment has not been produced for this instrument because no, or no significant,
impact on the private, voluntary or public sector is foreseen.
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