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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2019 No. 527

The Invasive Alien Species (Enforcement
and Permitting) Order 2019

PART 5
Enforcement

Action following seizure

30.—(1)  This article applies where a relevant organism has—
(a) been seized under article 26 whilst being imported or exported, or once imported or

brought to a place for the purpose of export,
(b) been seized under article 27 or 29(2), or
(c) otherwise been seized following the official controls referred to in Article 15 of the

Principal Regulation,
and the designated customs official or enforcement officer (as the case may be) suspects that the
relevant organism is a specimen.

(2)  In a case where the relevant organism has been imported or was being imported and relevant
proof is not provided to the satisfaction of the designated customs official or enforcement officer, as
the case may be, within 5 working days of seizure, the relevant organism must be re-dispatched to
a destination outside of the United Kingdom, except in a case within paragraph (3) or (4).

(3)  Where the relevant organism is required for enforcement purposes, an enforcement officer
may arrange for the transfer of the relevant organism to an establishment or facility authorised to
keep it by a permit or a licence (as the case may be).

(4)  Where re-dispatch of the relevant organism under paragraph (2) would contravene the
Principal Regulation, or is not reasonably practicable, an enforcement officer may arrange—

(i) where the enforcement officer is satisfied it is a specimen, for its humane dispatch (in the case
of animals) or destruction (in the case of plants, fungi or micro-organisms); or

(ii) for the transfer of the relevant organism to an establishment or facility authorised to keep it by
a permit or a licence (as the case may be).

(5)  In a case where a relevant organism was being exported, or has been brought to a place for the
purpose of export, and relevant proof is not provided to the satisfaction of the designated customs
official or enforcement officer, as the case may be, within 5 working days of seizure—

(a) where an enforcement officer considers it appropriate, the relevant organism may be
released to the exporter, provided such release would not result in the commission of an
offence under article 3, or

(b) an enforcement officer may arrange—
(i) where the enforcement officer is satisfied it is a specimen, for its humane dispatch (in

the case of animals) or destruction (in the case of plants, fungi or micro-organisms);
or
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(ii) the transfer of the relevant organism to an establishment or facility authorised to
keep it by a permit or a licence (as the case may be).

(6)  Where relevant proof is provided within five working days of seizure, the relevant organism
must be released to the importer or exporter (as the case may be).

(7)  In paragraphs (6) “importer” and “exporter” include any authorised representative of the
importer or exporter, as the case may be.
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