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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2018 No. 976

VETERINARY SURGEONS

The Veterinary Surgeons (Examination of
Commonwealth and Foreign Candidates)

(Amendment) Regulations Order of Council 2018

Made       -      -      -      - 5th September 2018

Coming into force       -      - 1st October 2018

At the Council Chamber, Whitehall, the 5th day of September 2018
By the Lords of Her Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council

The Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, in exercise of the powers conferred by
section 6(4) of the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1966(1) (“the Act”), has made the Veterinary Surgeons
(Examination of Commonwealth and Foreign Candidates) (Amendment) Regulations 2018 (“the
Regulations”) which are set out in the Schedule to this Order.
By virtue of section 25(1) of the Act, the Regulations do not have effect unless approved by order
of the Privy Council.
Their Lordships make this Order in exercise of the powers conferred by section 25(1) of the Act.

Citation and commencement

1. This Order may be cited as the Veterinary Surgeons (Examination of Commonwealth and
Foreign Candidates) (Amendment) Regulations Order of Council 2018 and comes into force on 1st
October 2018.

Approval

2. The Regulations set out in the Schedule are approved.

(1) 1966 c. 36.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1966/36
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Richard Tilbrook
Clerk of the Privy Council
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SCHEDULE Article 2

The Veterinary Surgeons (Examination of Commonwealth
and Foreign Candidates) (Amendment) Regulations 2018

The Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons in exercise of powers conferred by
section 6(4) of the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1966 makes the following Regulations.

1. The Veterinary Surgeons (Examination of Commonwealth and Foreign Candidates)
Regulations 2005 are amended as follows.

2. In regulation 2—
(a) in paragraph (1)—

(i) after the definition of “Examination Appeals Committee” insert—
““examination fee” is to be interpreted in accordance with Regulation 9(1);”;

(ii) in the definition of “statutory examination”, after “of the Act”, insert “and a reference
to any part of the statutory examination is to be interpreted in accordance with
Regulation 4(3)”; and

(b) in paragraph (2) omit “, and references in these Regulations to “the Schedule” mean the
Schedule to these Regulations”.

3. In regulation 4—
(a) for paragraph (3), substitute—

“(3)  The statutory examination is in two parts—
(a) written examination; and
(b) clinical, practical examination.”;

(b) in paragraph (4)—
(i) for “each of the written examinations,” substitute “the written examination”; and

(ii) for “clinical, oral and practical examinations” substitute “clinical, practical
examination”; and

(c) in paragraph (5)—
(i) for “examinations”, in both places, substitute “examination”;

(ii) omit “oral and”; and
(iii) omit “in any particular subject”.

4. Omit regulation 5.

5. In regulation 6, for “or all of the subjects referred to in Regulation 4(1)” substitute “part of
the statutory examination”.

6. For regulation 7 substitute—

“7.—(1)  Subject to any appeal under Regulation 6, where any candidate fails to pass
the clinical, practical examination the examiners must make a report to the Education
Committee which, if the condition in paragraph (2) is met, may withdraw the right of that
candidate to sit the statutory examination.

(2)  The condition is met if the candidate has, on three or more occasions, failed—
(a) the clinical, practical examination;
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(b) where the candidate sat the statutory examination prior to 1 January 2019, any part
of the clinical, oral and practical examinations that formed part of the statutory
examination at that time;

(c) any combination of sub-paragraphs (a) and (b).”.

7. For regulation 9 substitute—

“9.—(1)  The fee for sitting the statutory examination is £2,500, which comprises an
examination fee of £2,200 and an administration charge of £300.

(2)  No candidate is permitted to undertake any part of the statutory examination until he
has paid the fee for sitting the statutory examination.”.

8. In regulation 10(1)—
(a) omit “, or any subject thereof,”;
(b) for “appropriate fee minus the administration charge,” substitute “examination fee”; and
(c) for “appropriate fee, minus the administration charge” substitute “examination fee”.

9. Omit the Schedule (fees for sitting the whole or part of the statutory examination).

Pursuant to a resolution passed at the meeting of the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary
Surgeons on 8th March 2018, the Common Seal of the said Royal College was affixed on in the
presence of—

Christopher P Sturgess
Member of Council

Susan Dawson
Member of Council

Eleanor C Ferguson
Registrar

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Order)

This Order approves the Veterinary Surgeons (Examination of Commonwealth and Foreign
Candidates) (Amendment) Regulations 2018 (“the Regulations”) made by the Council of the Royal
College of Veterinary Surgeons (“RCVS”) under section 6(4) of the Veterinary Surgeons Act
1966 (c. 36) on 8th March 2018. The Regulations amend the Veterinary Surgeons (Examination
of Commonwealth and Foreign Candidates) Regulations 2005 (as set out in the Schedule to the
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Veterinary Surgeons (Examination of Commonwealth and Foreign Candidates) Regulations Order
of Council 2005 (S.I. 2005/3240)).
The Regulations provide for a new format for the RCVS statutory examination for Commonwealth
and foreign candidates. The Regulations also increase the fee for sitting the statutory examination
from £1,430 to £2,500 (which comprises an examination fee of £2,200 and an administration charge
of £300).
A full impact assessment has not been produced for this instrument as no, or no significant, impact
on the private, voluntary or public sector is foreseen.
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