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The Secretary of State for Transport makes the following Regulations in exercise of the powers 

conferred by section 41(1), (2) and (5) of the Road Traffic Act 1988(a). 

In accordance with section 195(2) of that Act the Secretary of State has consulted with such 

representative organisations as the Secretary of State thinks fit. 

Citation and commencement 

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) 

Regulations 2017 and come into force on 20th May 2018. 

Amendment of the Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations 1986 

2. The Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations 1986(b) are amended as follows. 

3. In regulation 18— 

(a) in Table I in paragraph (3)— 

(i) after item 3 insert— 

“3A A category T tractor which is driven at more than 40 km/h—  

 (a) when not drawing a trailer 50 25 

 (b) when drawing a non-agricultural trailer 45 25”, 

(ii) in item 4 for “1 to 3” substitute “1 to 3A”, 

(b) after paragraph (3) insert— 

                                                                                                                                            
(a) 1988 c.52; section 41 was amended by paragraph 50 of Schedule 4, and by Schedule 8, to the Road Traffic Act 1991 (c.40), 

and by section 43(6) and (7) of the Scotland Act 2016 (c.11). See section 41(2A) of the Road Traffic Act 1988, inserted by 
section 43(7) of the Scotland Act 2016, for the definition of “national authority”. 

(b) S.I. 1986/1078; relevant amendments were made by S.I. 1987/676, 1988/1178 and 1524, 1989/1695 and 1865, 1990/1131 
and 1981, 1991/2003, 1992/352, 646, 2016, 2137 and 3088, 1993/1946 and 2199, 1994/14 and 3270, 1995/551 and 2210, 
1996/2064, 2329, 3033 and 3133, 1998/1188, 1281, 2429 and 3112, 2000/3197, 2001/1043, 1825 and 3208, 2002/1474 and 
2126, 2003/1690 and 3145, 2005/3165, 2006/2565, 2007/3132, 2009/142 and 2196, 2010/312, 2013/271, 2015/142 and 
2017/881. 
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“(3A) For a category T tractor which is driven at more than 40 km/h, when drawing an 

agricultural trailer each component of the combination shall comply with the requirements 

of that component specified in item 3A(a) of Table I and with paragraph (5)(c).”. 

4. Omit regulation 18A. 

5. In regulation 70(1) omit “goods”. 

6. After regulation 110 insert— 

“Review 

111.—(1) The Secretary of State must from time to time— 

(a) carry out a review of the regulatory provision contained in—  

 (i) regulation 18 in so far as it relates to the efficiency of brakes,  

 (ii) regulation 70, 

 (iii) paragraph 8 of Schedule 7B, and 

(b) publish a report setting out the conclusions of the review.  

(2) The first report must be published before 20th May 2023. 

(3) Subsequent reports must be published at intervals not exceeding 5 years.  

(4) Section 30(3) of the Small Business, Enterprise and Employment Act 2015(a) requires 

that a review carried out under this regulation must, so far as is reasonable, have regard to 

how Directive 2014/45/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 3 April 2014 

on periodic roadworthiness tests for motor vehicles and their trailers is implemented in 

other member States.  

(5) Section 30(4) of the Small Business, Enterprise and Employment Act 2015 requires 

that a report published under this regulation must, in particular— 

(a) set out the objectives intended to be achieved by the regulatory provision referred 

to in paragraph (1)(a),  

(b) assess the extent to which those objectives are achieved, 

(c) assess whether those objectives remain appropriate, and 

(d) if those objectives remain appropriate, assess the extent to which they could be 

achieved in another way which involves less onerous regulatory provision.  

(6) In this regulation, “regulatory provision” has the same meaning as in sections 28 to 32 

of the Small Business, Enterprise and Employment Act 2015 (see section 32 of that Act).”.  

7. In Table I in Schedule 2— 

(a) omit item 74C, 

(b) omit item 83, 

(c) after item 94 insert— 

“95 2014/45 29.4.14 L127, 29.4.14, p. 51 Periodic roadworthiness tests 

for motor vehicles and their 

trailers 

2009/40 

96 2014/47 29.4.14 L127, 29.4.14, p. 134 Technical roadside 

inspection of the 

roadworthiness of 

commercial vehicles 

2000/30.” 

8. In paragraph 8 of Part II of Schedule 7B—  

(a) in sub-paragraph (1)(a) at the end insert “, or the manufacturer’s plate value if lower”, 

                                                                                                                                            
(a) 2015 c. 26. Section 30(3) was amended by section 19 of the Enterprise Act 2016 (c. 12). 
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(b) in sub-paragraph (1)(b) at the end insert “, or the manufacturer’s plate value if lower”, 

(c) in sub-paragraph (1)(c) after “July 2008” insert “but before 1st January 2014, the 

manufacturer’s plate value if available, otherwise”, 

(d) after sub-paragraph (1)(c) insert— 

“(d) if the vehicle is first used on or after 1st January 2014, the manufacturer’s plate 

value if available, otherwise 0.7 per metre”, 

(e) for sub-paragraphs (2)(a) and (b) substitute— 

“(a) point 8.2.2 of Annex 1 of Directive 2014/45/EU; or 

(b) point 8.2.2 of Annex 2 of Directive 2014/47/EU”. 

 

 

 

 

Signed by authority of the Secretary of State 

 

 Jesse Norman 

 Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 

11th September 2017 Department for Transport 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Regulations) 

The Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations 1986 (“the 1986 Regulations”) make 

provision about the use of motor vehicles and trailers on roads, and their construction. These 

Regulations amend the 1986 Regulations to give effect to the requirements of Directive 

2014/45/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 3 April 2014 on periodic 

roadworthiness tests for motor vehicles and their trailers, and come into force on 20th May 2018.  

These Regulations amend regulation 18 of the 1986 Regulations (which makes provision about the 

maintenance and efficiency of brakes) to prescribe requirements in relation to the brakes of certain 

tractors.   

They also amend regulation 70 of the 1986 Regulations (which makes provision about Ministry 

plates required by the Goods Vehicles (Plating and Testing) Regulations 1988), as a result of a 

change to the scope of those Regulations to include vehicles other than goods vehicles.  

A full impact assessment of the effect that this instrument will have on the costs of business, the 

voluntary sector and the public sector is available from the Department for Transport, Great 

Minster House, 33 Horseferry Road, London, SW1P 4DR. A copy may be obtained from the 

Department for Transport website (www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-

transport). An Explanatory Memorandum and a Transposition Note are published alongside the 

instrument on www.legislation.gov.uk. The Directive referred to above is published at http://eur-

lex.europa.eu. 
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