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The Insolvency (England and Wales) Rules 2016

PART 10
BANKRUPTCY

CHAPTER 3

Debtors’ bankruptcy applications

Procedure for making a bankruptcy application and communication with the adjudicator

10.36.—(1)  The bankruptcy application must be completed in accordance with these Rules in
electronic form and delivered to the adjudicator by electronic means unless otherwise agreed with
the adjudicator in accordance with paragraph (4).

(2)  For the purposes of rule 10.35(1)(i) the date of the bankruptcy application is the date that the
debtor submits the bankruptcy application to the adjudicator under these Rules.

(3)  A bankruptcy application is made when its receipt has been acknowledged by the adjudicator
by electronic or other means.

(4)  In the event of any malfunction or error in the operation of the electronic form or means of
delivery, the adjudicator must—

(a) agree that debtors may, for a specified period, complete and deliver bankruptcy
applications in another format; and

(b) provide an alternative means of delivery for the bankruptcy application and details of any
terms or conditions to which their use is subject.

(5)  If a bankruptcy application is completed in hard copy, it may not be delivered by fax.
(6)  Where the debtor has given an electronic address in the bankruptcy application, the

adjudicator must so far as reasonably practicable communicate with the debtor by electronic means.
(7)  Unless the contrary is shown, a document (other than a bankruptcy application) is to be treated

as delivered by electronic means to an electronic address where the sender can produce a copy of
the electronic communication which—

(a) contains the document; and
(b) shows the time and date the communication was sent and the electronic address to which

it was sent.
(8)  Unless the contrary is shown, a document (other than a bankruptcy application) is to be treated

as delivered to the electronic address to which it is sent at 9.00am on the next business day after
it was sent.

(9)  Rule 1.45 does not apply to electronic delivery of documents between a debtor and the
adjudicator.


