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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2013 No. 380

The Universal Credit, Personal Independence Payment,
Jobseeker’s Allowance and Employment and Support
Allowance (Claims and Payments) Regulations 2013

PART 2
Claims

Claims for universal credit by members of a couple

9.—(1)  Where a person is a member of a couple and may make a claim as a single person by
virtue of regulation 3(3) (couples) of the Universal Credit Regulations, but instead makes a claim for
universal credit jointly, that claim is to be treated as a claim made by that person as a single person.

(2)  Where a claim for universal credit is made jointly by a member (“M1”) of a polygamous
marriage with another member of the polygamous marriage (“M2”), that claim is to be treated as a
claim made by M1 as a single person where—

(a) M1 is not a party to an earlier marriage in the polygamous marriage, and
(b) any party to an earlier marriage is living in the same household as M1 and M2.

(3)  In paragraph (2) “polygamous marriage” means a marriage during which a party to it is
married to more than one person and which took place under the laws of a country which permits
polygamy.

(4)  The Secretary of State may treat a claim made by members of a couple as single persons as
a claim made jointly by the couple where it is determined by the Secretary of State that they are
a couple.

(5)  Where the Secretary of State considers that one member of a couple is unable to make a
joint claim with the other member of that couple, the other member of the couple may make a claim
jointly for both of them.

(6)  Where an award of universal credit to joint claimants is terminated because they cease to be
a couple, it is not to be a condition of entitlement to universal credit that a claim be made for it by
the member of the former couple who—

(a) does not notify the Secretary of State that they have ceased to be a couple, where the other
former member of the couple has already so notified; or

(b) is the second of them to notify the Secretary of State that they have ceased to be a couple.
(7)  Where awards of universal credit to two single claimants are terminated because they form a

couple who are joint claimants, it is not to be a condition of entitlement to universal credit that the
couple make a claim for it and universal credit may be awarded to them jointly.

(8)  A couple who are joint claimants are to be treated as making a claim for universal credit
where—
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(a) one of them was entitled to universal credit as a single person and ceased to be so entitled
on becoming a member of the couple; and

(b) the other member of the couple did not have an award of universal credit as a single person
before formation of the couple.

(9)  In relation to an award which may be made by virtue of paragraph (6) or (7) without a claim
being required, a claimant and every person by whom or on whose behalf, sums by way of universal
credit are receivable must supply in such manner and at such times as the Secretary of State may
determine such information or evidence as the Secretary of State may require in connection with the
formation or dissolution of a couple.

(10)  Where an award of universal credit to joint claimants is terminated because one of them
has died it is not to be a condition of entitlement to universal credit that the surviving partner makes
a claim for it.
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