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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2012 No. 2089

The Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings
and Access to Information) (England) Regulations 2012

PART 6
General provisions relating to information

Confidential information, exempt information and advice of a political adviser or assistant

20.—(1)  Nothing in these Regulations is to be taken to authorise or require the disclosure of
confidential information in breach of the obligation of confidence.

(2)  Nothing in these Regulations—
(a) authorises or requires a local authority to disclose to the public or make available for public

inspection any document or part of document if, in the opinion of the proper officer, that
document or part of a document contains or may contain confidential information; or

(b) requires a local authority to disclose to the public or make available for public inspection
any document or part of document if, in the opinion of the proper officer, that document
or part of a document contains or is likely to contain exempt information or the advice of
a political adviser or assistant.

(3)  Where a member of a local authority executive or an officer makes an executive decision in
accordance with executive arrangements, nothing in these Regulations—

(a) authorises or requires documents relating to that decision to be disclosed to the public,
or made available for public inspection where, the documents contain confidential
information; or

(b) requires documents relating to that decision to be disclosed to the public, or made available
for public inspection where the disclosure of the documents would, in the opinion of the
member or officer making the decision, give rise to the disclosure of exempt information
or the advice of a political adviser or assistant.

(4)  Nothing in these Regulations requires a decision-making body to permit the taking of any
photographs of any proceedings or the use of any means to enable persons not present to see or hear
any proceedings (whether at the time or later), or the making of any oral report on any proceedings
as they take place.


