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SCHEDULE

The Policing Protocol

The Home Secretary

28. The Home Secretary is ultimately accountable to Parliament and charged with ensuring the
maintenance of the Queen’s Peace within all force areas, safeguarding the public and protecting our
national borders and security. The Home Secretary has reserved powers and legislative tools that
enable intervention and direction to all parties, if it is determined by the Home Secretary that such
action is necessary in order to prevent or mitigate risk to the public or national security. Such powers
and tools will be used only as a last resort, and will not be used to interfere with the democratic will
of the electorate within a force area, nor seek to interfere with the office of constable, unless the
Home Secretary is satisfied on the advice of Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary that not to
do so would result in a police force failing or national security being compromised.



