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S T A T U T O R Y  I N S T R U M E N T S  

2008 No. 925 

DISABLED PERSONS 

TRANSPORT 

The Rail Vehicle Accessibility (B2007 Vehicles) Exemption 
Order 2008 

 
Made - - - - 30th March 2008 

Coming into force - - 31st March 2008 
 

The Secretary of State, in exercise of the powers conferred by sections 47(1), (1A), (3) and (4) and 
67(2) of the Disability Discrimination Act 1995(a), makes the following Order. 

In accordance with section 47(3) of that Act she has consulted the Disabled Persons Transport 
Advisory Committee(b) and such other persons as she considers appropriate. 

In accordance with sections 67(5A) and 67A(c) of that Act, a draft of the Order has been laid 
before Parliament and approved by a resolution of each House of Parliament. 

Citation and commencement 

1. This Order may be cited as the Rail Vehicle Accessibility (B2007 Vehicles) Exemption Order 
2008 and shall come into force on the day after the day on which it is made. 

                                                                                                                                                               
 
(a) 1995 c.50; section 47(1) and (1A) was inserted by section 6(3) of the Disability Discrimination Act 2005 (c.13).  
(b) The Disabled Persons Transport Advisory Committee was established under section 125 of the Transport Act 1985 (c.67) 

and has a statutory duty to provide the Government with advice on the transport needs of disabled people.  
(c) Section 67(5A) was inserted by section 19(1) and Schedule 1, Part 1, paragraph 33(5) of the Disability Discrimination Act 

2005; section 67A was inserted by section 6(4) of that Act.  The Secretary of State has no discretion as to the type of 
parliamentary procedure to be used if no regulations made under section 67A(3) are in force. No such regulations are in 
force. 
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Interpretation 

2. In this Order— 
“exempt vehicle” means a rail vehicle of the type known as B2007 and with a number in the 
series 101 to 155; 
“internal passenger information system” means a system for audible and visual 
announcements inside a passenger saloon of an exempt vehicle; and 
“regulation” means a regulation in the Rail Vehicle Accessibility Regulations 1998(a). 

Exemptions 

3. Subject to articles 4 to 6, an exempt vehicle is authorised to be used for carriage even if it 
does not, or it is used in a manner that does not, conform with— 

(a) regulation 4(3)(b) (audible warning before door closes); 
(b) regulation 5(2) (illumination to cease before door closes); 
(c) regulation 11(3) (handhold on top of seat), but only in so far as it applies to a seat in a 

position where there is a gap of no more than 50 millimetres between the top of the back 
of the seat and a partition; 

(d) regulation 13(4) (passenger information when vehicle is stationary), but only in so far as 
it applies to the internal passenger information system; 

(e) regulation 16(1)(d) (no fitting for other passengers accessible through the wheelchair 
space), but only in so far as it applies to a horizontal handrail; and 

(f) regulation 23(1) (boarding device when there is a wheelchair-compatible doorway). 

Conditions 

4.—(1) The exemption from regulation 4(3)(b) only applies if either or both of paragraphs (2) 
and (5) applies to each passenger door of the exempt vehicle. 

(2) This paragraph applies if— 
(a) the passenger door can only be closed by a member of the operator’s staff on the train or 

next to a doorway of the train; 
(b) the audible warning device that emits a distinct sound when the door becomes openable 

by a passenger emits a different distinct sound only while the door is closing; and 
(c) that sound lasts for a period of not less than 3 seconds. 

(3) The exemption from regulation 5(2) only applies if either or both of paragraphs (4) and (5) 
applies to each passenger door of the exempt vehicle. 

(4) This paragraph applies if— 
(a) the passenger door can only be closed by a member of the operator’s staff on the train or 

next to a doorway of the train; and 
(b) the illumination of the door control or its immediate surround, as required by regulation 

5(1)(c), ceases when the door starts to close. 
(5) This paragraph applies if the passenger door is under the direct supervision of a member of 

the operator’s staff who is standing next to the door when it is closing. 
(6) The exemption from regulation 13(4) only applies if— 

(a) whilst the vehicle is stationary at a station the internal passenger information system is 
used to announce the name of the station; and 

                                                                                                                                                               
 
(a) S.I. 1998/2456 as amended by S.I. 2000/3215. 
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(b) the internal passenger information system is used to announce shortly after leaving that 
station the vehicle’s destination and next stop. 

(7) The exemption from regulation 23(1) only applies if the gap referred to in that regulation is 
not more than 85 millimetres measured horizontally and not more than 50 millimetres measured 
vertically. 

Restrictions 

5.—(1) The exemptions from regulations 4(3)(b), 5(2) and 13(4) only apply to exempt vehicles 
on the Docklands Light Railway network. 

(2) The exemption from regulation 23(1) only applies to an exempt vehicle operating at the 
stations on the Docklands Light Railway network listed in the Schedule to this Order. 

Expiry 

6.—(1) The exemptions from regulations 11(3) and 16(1)(d) expire on 31st December 2009. 
(2) The exemption from regulation 23(1) expires on 31st December 2014. 
(3) The exemptions from regulations 4(3)(b), 5(2) and 13(4) expire on 31st December 2016. 

 
Signed by authority of the Secretary of State for Transport 
 
 Tom Harris 
 Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 
30th March 2008 Department for Transport 
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 SCHEDULE Article 5(2) 

Exemption from regulation 23(1) 

Tower Gateway 

Shadwell 

Limehouse 

Westferry 

Poplar 

Blackwall 

East India 

Canning Town 

Royal Victoria 

Custom House 

Prince Regent 

Royal Albert 

Beckton Park 

Cyprus 

Gallions Reach 

Beckton 

Bank 

West India Quay 

Canary Wharf 

Heron Quays 

South Quay 

Crossharbour 

Mudchute 

Island Gardens 

All Saints 

Devons Road 

Bow Church 

Pudding Mill Lane 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Order) 

This Order gives exemptions in respect of rail vehicles type B2007 numbered 101 to 155 from 
specified provisions of the Rail Vehicle Accessibility Regulations (S.I. 1998/2456, amended by 
S.I. 2000/3215). 

The exemptions, except for two, only apply when the vehicles are in use on the Docklands Light 
Railway network; the exemption relating to handholds on the top of seats and the exemption 
relating to wheelchair spaces are not restricted in that way. The Order includes conditions in 
relation to some of the exemptions. Each exemption expires on a date specified in the Order. 

An impact assessment has not been produced for this instrument as no impact on the costs of the 
private, public or voluntary sectors is foreseen. 
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