
 

 

S T A T U T O R Y  I N S T R U M E N T S  

2007 No. 1366 

EDUCATION, ENGLAND 

The School Travel (Piloting of Schemes) (England) Regulations 
2007 

Made - - - - 27th April 2007 

Laid before Parliament 9th May 2007 

Coming into force - - 1st June 2007 

The Secretary of State for Education and Skills makes the following Regulations in exercise of the 
powers conferred by sections 79 and 181(2)(c) of the Education and Inspections Act 2006(a): 

Citation, commencement and application 

1.—(1) These Regulations may be cited as The School Travel (Piloting of Schemes) (England) 
Regulations 2007 and come into force on 1st June 2007. 

(2) These Regulations apply only in relation to England. 

Interpretation 

2. In these Regulations— 
“academic year” means a period beginning with 1st August and ending with the next 31st July; 
“pilot period” means the period beginning on 1st September 2009 and ending on 1st August 
2012; 
“pilot scheme” means a school travel scheme made by a local education authority under 
section 508E of, and paragraph 1 of Schedule 35C to, the Education Act 1996 and approved 
by the Secretary of State under paragraph 10(1) of that Schedule, which is in force during the 
pilot period(b); 
“pilot scheme area” means the area of the local education authority in respect of which a pilot 
scheme is in force; 
“the Schedule” means Schedule 35C to the Education Act 1996; and 
“scheme authority” has the meaning given in paragraph 14 of the Schedule. 

                                                                                                                                                               
 
(a) 2006 c.40. 
(b) 1996 c. 56. Section 508E and Schedule 35C are inserted by section 78 of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 which 

came into force on 1st April 2007. (The Education and Inspections Act 2006 (Commencement No. 3 and Transitional 
Provisions and Savings) Order 2007 (S.I. 2007/935).) 
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Applications to run pilot schemes 

3. Every application to the Secretary of State for his approval of a school travel scheme made by 
a local education authority during the pilot period must be made in writing and must contain 
information in respect of each of the matters specified in the Schedule. 

Annual Reports 

4. A scheme authority must provide a report to the Secretary of State for each academic year 
during which a pilot scheme is in force for their area by 1st September following the academic 
year to which the report relates. 

Limit on the number of pilot schemes 

5. The Secretary of State must exercise his power of approval under paragraph 10(1) of the 
Schedule so as to ensure that there are no more than 20 pilot schemes in force during the pilot 
period. 

Expiry of pilot schemes 

6.—(1) Subject to paragraph (2), a pilot scheme will expire at the end of the pilot period, unless 
revoked by the scheme authority under paragraph 11(1) of the Schedule. 

(2) The Secretary of State and a scheme authority may agree, at any time prior to the expiry of 
the pilot period, that the pilot scheme may be extended until such date as the Secretary of State 
may specify. 
 
 Andrew Adonis 
 Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 
27th April 2007 Department for Education and Skills 

 SCHEDULE Regulation 3 

Information to be included in an application for a pilot scheme 

1. The name and address of the local education authority making the application. 

2. A description of the proposed pilot scheme area, including its size, population densities, travel 
patterns and the main characteristics of its school system that affect transport patterns. 

3. Current pupil travel patterns in the proposed pilot scheme area. 

4. Principal school travel issues in the proposed pilot scheme area. 

5. The capacity of the authority and local partners to manage a pilot scheme. 

6. An outline of the arrangements for the proposed scheme, including its aims and objectives. 

7. A description of the plans for the proposed scheme, including targets. 

8. The educational benefits for pupils, including an assessment of the impact of the proposed 
scheme on disadvantaged groups. 

9. An outline of the wider benefit the proposed scheme will have on the area of the pilot scheme 
area and its residents. 

10. The evaluation strategy for the proposed scheme. 

11. Funding of the proposed scheme. 
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12. The arrangements for charging pupils, including the arrangements for protected children 
(within the meaning of paragraph 6 of the Schedule) and for low income and large families. 

13. Detail of partners (that is persons or bodies who will contribute to the running of the 
proposed scheme). 

14. An outline of how the proposed scheme will improve links between school travel and other 
publicly funded transport provision, and of how the proposed scheme will link with transport 
policy for pupils of sixth form age, local transport plans, and bus strategies. 

15. Evidence of the consultation carried out by the authority prior to the submission of the 
application. 

16. Detail of how the authority will have regard to parents’ religion or belief in the running of 
the proposed scheme. 



 

 
EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Regulations) 

These Regulations are made under sections 79 and 181(2)(c) of the Education and Inspections Act 
2006 (“EIA 2006”) and come into force on 1st June 2007. They make provision for the piloting of 
the school travel scheme provisions in section 508E of, and Schedule 35C to, the Education Act 
1996 (inserted by EIA 2006). 

Regulation 2 defines the pilot period as running from 1st September 2009 to 1st August 2012. 

Regulation 3 provides that every application by a local education authority to the Secretary of 
State for approval to run a school travel scheme in their area (a ‘pilot scheme’) must contain 
detailed information about the proposed pilot scheme as specified in the Schedule. 

Regulation 4 requires authorities running pilot schemes to provide annual reports to the Secretary 
of State by no later than 1st September following the academic year to which they relate. 

Regulation 5 provides, for the purposes of section 79(2) of EIA 2006, for there to be a maximum 
of 20 pilot schemes in force during the pilot period. 

Regulation 6 provides that pilot schemes will expire at the end of the pilot period unless a later 
date is agreed by the authority and the Secretary of State, or they are revoked earlier by the 
authority. 
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