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Coming into force in accordance with regulation 1(1) 

The Secretary of State for Education and Skills, in exercise of the powers conferred by sections 
12(4)(f) and (h), (5), (6) and (11) and 66(1) of the Children Act 2004(a), makes the following 
Regulations, a draft of which was laid before Parliament and approved by a resolution of each 
House of Parliament in accordance with section 66(3) of that Act: 

Citation, commencement, application and interpretation 

1.—(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Information Sharing Index (England) Regulations 
2006 and come into force on the seventh day after the day on which they are made. 

(2) These Regulations apply in relation to the establishment and operation of one or more 
information sharing indexes. 

(3) In these Regulations— 
“the Act” means the Children Act 2004; 
“information sharing index” means any database established or operated, or to be established 
and operated, under section 12 of the Act; 
“specialist or targeted service” means any service which is not normally provided to all 
persons in a particular age group; and 
“the Secretary of State” means the Secretary of State for Education and Skills except in 
relation to information provided under section 12(9) of the Act, where a reference to 
information provided by a Secretary of State is a reference to information provided by any of 
Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State. 

Required disclosure of information to the Secretary of State 

2.—(1) Within twenty-eight days of receiving a request from the Secretary of State, a children’s 
services authority in England shall provide to the Secretary of State such of the information— 

(a) referred to in the Schedule to these Regulations; and 
(b) held by, or on behalf of, that authority, 

as is requested. 
(2) Nothing in this regulation shall be taken as imposing a duty on a children’s services 

authority in England to create, obtain or disclose information which is not already held by, or on 
behalf of, that authority at the time of the request. 

                                                                                                                                                               
 
(a) 2004 c. 31. 
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Permitted disclosure of information by the Secretary of State 

3. The Secretary of State may disclose any information disclosed under these Regulations, or 
information provided by a Secretary of State under section 12(9) of the Act, to a person or body 
authorised by her to process the information on her behalf. 

General provision in respect of disclosure of information 

4. Any— 
(a) disclosure of information under regulation 3; or 
(b) provision of information by a Secretary of State under section 12(9) of the Act, 

may be made notwithstanding any rule of common law which prohibits or restricts the disclosure 
of information. 

Conditions of processing information 

5.—(1) Information disclosed under these Regulations, or information provided by a Secretary 
of State under section 12(9) of the Act, may only be processed for the purpose of assessing the 
accuracy and quality of that information. 

(2) The Secretary of State shall not request information which is excessive in relation to the 
purpose specified in paragraph (1). 

(3) Information disclosed under these Regulations, or information provided by a Secretary of 
State under section 12(9) of the Act, in respect of any person to whom arrangements specified in 
section 12(1) of the Act relate, may not be processed— 

(a) to support measures or decisions with respect to that person; or 
(b) in such a way that substantial damage or substantial distress is, or is likely to be, caused 

to that person. 

Retention of information 

6. Information disclosed under these Regulations, or information provided by a Secretary of 
State under section 12(9) of the Act, may be retained for no more than three years from the date on 
which the Secretary of State obtained it. 
Signatory text 
 
 
 
 Beverley Hughes 
 Minister of State 
30th March 2006 Department for Education and Skills 
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 THE SCHEDULE Regulation 2(1)(a) 

In respect of any persons to whom arrangements specified in section 12(1) of the Act relate, the 
following information. 

1. The person’s— 
(a) name; 
(b) address; 
(c) gender; 
(d) date of birth. 

2. Such number as is used to identify any record relating to the person. 

3. The name and contact details of any educational institution attended by the person, and the 
date on which the person started attending the institution. 

4. In relation to any specialist or targeted service which is, or has been, provided to the person 
by, or on behalf of, a local authority— 

(a) the name and contact details of any person or body providing the service; 
(b) the date on which the provision of any service started; and 
(c) (if applicable) the date on which the provision ended. 

5. In relation to any primary medical services which are being provided under Part 1 of the 
National Health Service Act 1977(a), the name and contact details of any person providing those 
services, and the date on which those services were first provided. 

6. The name and contact details of anyone with parental responsibility for the person (within the 
meaning of section 3 of the Children Act 1989(b)) or who has care of the person at any time. 

7. Where child benefit is being claimed under Part IX of the Social Security Contributions and 
Benefits Act 1992(c) in respect of the person— 

(a) the name; and 
(b) the address, 

of the claimant. 

8. Such metadata as may be requested by the Secretary of State and relates to information 
disclosed under these Regulations, or information provided by a Secretary of State under section 
12(9) of the Act. 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                               
 
(a) 1977 c. 49. 
(b 1989 c. 41. 
(c) 1992 c. 4. 



EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Regulations) 

These Regulations are made under section 12 of the Children Act 2004 and apply to the 
establishment and operation of one or more information sharing indexes in England. 

Regulation 2 requires a children’s services authority in England to provide information to the 
Secretary of State within 14 days if so requested. 

Regulation 3 permits disclosure of information by the Secretary of State to a person or body who 
has been authorised by the Secretary of State to process data on her behalf. 

Regulation 4 provides that any disclosure under the regulations 3 or 4, or any provision of 
information by the Secretary of State, may be made even if a rule of common law might otherwise 
prohibit or restrict the disclosure or provision of information. 

Regulation 5 places certain conditions on the processing of information. 

Regulation 6 limits the time that the Secretary of State may keep information to three years. 

The Schedule lists the information which must be provided by virtue of regulation 2. 
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