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2005 No. 3176

CIVIL PARTNERSHIP, ENGLAND AND WALES
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Made - - - - - 15th November 2005

Coming into force - - 5th December 2005

The Registrar General, in exercise of powers conferred upon her by sections 2(4), 8(2), 12(2)
and (3)(a), 14(2), 18(4), 19(5), 21(2), 25(5), 36(1), 36(2)(a) to (d) and (f), 36(3) of, and paragraph
5(3) of Schedule 1 to, the Civil Partnership Act 2004,(a) with the approval of the Chancellor of
the Exchequer, makes the following Regulations:

Citation and commencement

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Civil Partnership (Registration Provisions)
Regulations 2005 and shall come into force on 5th December 2005.

Interpretation

2.—(1) In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires:—

“the 2004 Act” means the Civil Partnership Act 2004;

“certified copy” means a copy of an entry in the register referred to in section 30(4) of the
2004 Act which contains all the information recorded in that entry;

“certified extract” means a copy of an entry in the register referred to in section 30(4) of
the 2004 Act which does not include the addresses of the civil partners as recorded in
that entry.

(2) In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires:—

(a) any reference to a numbered regulation or Schedule is a reference to the regulation or
Schedule bearing that number in these Regulations;

(b) any reference in a regulation to a numbered paragraph is a reference to the paragraph
in that regulation bearing that number; and

(c) any reference to a numbered form is to the form bearing that number in Schedule 1
to these Regulations and any reference to a numbered space on a form is to the space
bearing that number on that form.

Forms of notice of proposed civil partnership

3. The information to be contained in and the forms of notice of proposed civil partnership
to be given are—

(a) where notice of proposed civil partnership is given by a party who is not subject to
immigration control and where both parties are aged 18 or over, form 1 if attested in
England or form 1(w) if attested in Wales;

a)( 2004 c.33.
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(b) where notice of proposed civil partnership is given by a party who is not subject to
immigration control and where either party is, or both parties are, aged under 18,
form 2 if attested in England or form 2 (w) if attested in Wales;

(c) where notice of proposed civil partnership is given by a party who is subject to
immigration control and where both parties are aged 18 or over, form 3 if attested in
England or form 3 (w) if attested in Wales;

(d) where notice of proposed civil partnership is given by a party who is subject to
immigration control and where either party is, or both parties are, aged under 18,
form 4 if attested in England or form 4(w) if attested in Wales;

(e) where notice of proposed civil partnership is given under the special procedure, form
5 if attested in England or form 5 (w) if attested in Wales.

Information in and manner of making statements in relation to housebound or detained persons

4.—(1) A medical statement required by section 18 of the 2004 Act (house-bound persons)
must contain the information in and be made by completing, form 6 if the person is house-
bound in England or form 6 (w) if the person is house-bound in Wales.

(2) A supporting statement required by section 19 of the 2004 Act (detained persons) must
contain the information in and be made by completing form 7 if the person is detained in
England or form 7 (w) if the person is detained in Wales.

Declaration for proposed civil partnership of certain persons related by aYnity

5.—(1) The form of declaration to be made under paragraph 5(1)(b) of Schedule 1 to the
2004 Act shall contain the information in form 8 if the notice of proposed civil partnership is,
or has been, attested in England or form 8 (w) if the notice of proposed civil partnership is, or
has been, attested in Wales.

(2) The declaration shall be signed in the space provided, by the person making it, in the
presence of the authorised person(a) who shall also sign the declaration in the space provided.

Issue of the civil partnership document by the registration authority

6.—(1) A civil partnership schedule issued under section 14 (1) of the 2004 Act (issue of civil
partnership schedule) shall contain the information in form 9 if the registration authority is in
England or form 9(w) if the registration authority is in Wales.

(2) A licence issued under section 25 (2) of the 2004 Act (issue of Registrar General’s
licence) shall contain the information in form 10 if the registration authority is in England or
form 10 (w) if the registration authority is in Wales.

Applications to the Registrar General to shorten the waiting period

7.—(1) This regulation applies to the making and granting of an application to the Registrar
General to shorten the waiting period(b) under section 12(1) of the 2004 Act (power to shorten
the waiting period).

(2) An application under section 12(1) of the 2004 Act shall be made on form 11 if notice of
proposed civil partnership has been given to a registration authority in England or form 11(w) if
notice of proposed civil partnership has been given to a registration authority in Wales.

(3) The applicant shall complete the form and pass it to the registration authority in whose
area notice of proposed civil partnership has been given.

(4) The registration authority shall immediately forward the completed application form
and fee prescribed under section 34(1) of the 2004 Act to the Registrar General.

(5) If the Registrar General requires further information from the applicant she may—

(a) request the registration authority to obtain the information required from the
applicant and forward it to her; or

(b) request the information from the applicant direct.

a)( For the meaning of “authorised person” see the 2004 Act, section 8(6).
b)( For the meaning of “waiting period” see the 2004 Act, section 11.
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(6) After the Registrar General has considered the application she shall as soon as
practicable notify the applicant and the registration authority which forwarded the completed
application form of her decision.

Shortening of the waiting period by the registration authority

8. A registration authority may shorten the waiting period on behalf of the Registrar
General if —

(a) there has been an unavoidable delay in recording the notice of proposed civil
partnership in accordance with section 8(5) of the 2004 Act; and

(b) in consequence of that delay, the proposed civil partners will be unable to form a civil
partnership on the date which had been agreed with the authorised person when the
notice of proposed civil partnership was attested.

Contents of civil partnership document

9.—(1) A registration authority issuing a civil partnership document(a) must ensure that the
document contains the information entered in accordance with paragraphs (2) to (4) of this
regulation.

(2) The registration authority shall enter in space 6 of form 9, 10, 9 (w) or 10 (w), as the case
may be, the condition of the parties to the proposed civil partnership in the following manner—

(a) if a person has not previously formed a civil partnership or been married, it shall enter
the word “Single”;

(b) if a person’s previous civil partnership was ended by death, it shall enter the words
“Surviving civil partner”;

(c) if a person’s previous marriage was ended by death, it shall enter the word “Widower”
or, as the case may be, “Widow”;

(d) if a person’s previous civil partnership was ended by dissolution, it shall enter the
words “Previous civil partnership dissolved”;

(e) if a person’s previous marriage was ended by divorce, it shall enter the words
“Previous marriage dissolved”;

(f) if a person’s previous civil partnership was annulled on the ground that the civil
partnership was voidable, it shall enter the words “Previous civil partnership
annulled”;

(g) if a person’s previous marriage was annulled on the ground that the marriage was
voidable, it shall enter the words “Previous marriage annulled”;

(h) if—

(i) the parties have been through a form of civil partnership with each other,

(ii) the civil partnership is not known to have been void,(iii) the civil partnership
has been ended by dissolution, and

(iv) neither party has since formed a civil partnership with or married a third party,

it shall enter across both columns of space 6 “Previously formed a civil partnership at . . . . .
on . . . . Civil partnership dissolved on . . . .”, inserting the particulars of the place and date of
the previous civil partnership and the date of dissolution;

(i) if—

(i) the parties have been through a form of marriage with each other,

(ii) the marriage is not known to have been void,

(iii) the marriage has been ended by divorce, and

(iv) neither party has since formed a civil partnership with or married a third party,

it shall enter “Previous marriage dissolved” for each person, but if the parties expressly request,
it shall enter, across both columns of space 6, “Previously married at . . . . . on . . . . Marriage
dissolved on . . . .”, inserting the particulars of the place and date of the previous marriage and
the date of dissolution;

(j) if—

(i) the parties have been through a form of civil partnership with each other,

(ii) the civil partnership is not known to have been void,

a)( For the meaning of “civil partnership document” see the 2004 Act, section 7.
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(iii) the civil partnership has been ended by annulment, and

(iv) neither party has since formed a civil partnership with or married a third party,

it shall enter, across both columns of space 6, “Previously formed a civil partnership at . . . . .
on . . . . Civil partnership annulled on . . . .”, inserting the particulars of the place and date of
the previous civil partnership and the date of annulment;

(k) if—

(i) the parties have been through a form of marriage with each other,

(ii) the marriage is not known to have been void,

(iii) the marriage has been ended by annulment, and

(iv) neither party has since formed a civil partnership with or married a third party,

it shall enter “Previous marriage annulled” for each person, but if the parties expressly request,
it shall enter, across both columns of space 6, “Previously married at . . . . . on . . . . Marriage
annulled on . . . .”, inserting the particulars of the place and date of the previous marriage and
the date of annulment;

(l) if—

(i) the parties have been through a form of civil partnership with each other,

(ii) the civil partnership is not known to have been void,

(iii) neither party has since formed a civil partnership with or married a third
party, and

(iv) the second civil partnership is to be formed to avoid doubt as to the validity of
the first civil partnership, it shall enter, across both columns of space 6,
“Previously went through a form of civil partnership at . . . . on . . . . .”, inserting
the particulars of the place and date of the previous civil partnership.

(3) In space 9 of forms 9, 10, 9(w) or 10(W) , if—

(a) the father of either party to the civil partnership is deceased, it shall enter the word
“deceased” after the surname;
(b) either party wishes to record a step-father’s name instead of the father’s name,
it shall enter the word “step-father” after the surname, provided he is or has been
married to the mother. (4) In space 10 of forms 9, 10, 9(w) or 10(W), if—(a) the
mother of either party to the civil partnership is deceased, it shall enter the word
“deceased” after the surname;(b) either party wishes to record a step-mother’s name
instead of the mother’s name, it shall enter the word “step-mother” after the surname,
provided she is or has been married to the father.

Verification and amendment of contents of civil partnership document at formation of civil
partnership

10.—(1) Before a civil partnership document is signed under section 2(1) of the 2004 Act
(formation of civil partnership by registration), the civil partnership registrar shall confirm that
the information entered in the document is complete and correct and shall amend it as
necessary.

(2) Any amendment of the information contained in spaces 3 to 10 of the civil partnership
document shall be initialled by the person to whom that information relates.

(3) Where either of the civil partners sign the civil partnership document by making a mark
or by signing in characters other than those used in the English or Welsh languages, the civil
partnership registrar shall enter against the mark or signature the words “The mark (or
signature) of . . . . .” inserting the surname and forename of the person.

Information to be recorded in the register

11. The relevant registration authority shall comply with its obligations under section 2(4)
of the 2004 Act by recording in the register the information on form 12 if the civil partnership
was formed in England or form 12(w) if the civil partnership was formed in Wales.
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Completion of forms

12.—(1) Forms 1 (w), 2 (w), 3 (w), 4 (w), 5 (w), 8 (w), 9 (w), 10 (w) and 11 (w) shall be
completed in English, and shall also be completed in Welsh if—(a) in the case of—

(i) forms 1 (w), 2 (w), 3 (w), 4 (w) and 5 (w), the party giving the notice of proposed civil
partnership, and

(ii) form 8 (w), the person making the declaration,

so elects and provides the required particulars in both languages, and if the authorised person
by whom the notice, or as the case may be the declaration, is attested, can understand and
write Welsh;

(b) in the case of forms 9 (w) and 10 (w), the parties to the proposed civil partnership so
elect and provide the required particulars in both languages, and if the civil
partnership registrar can understand and write Welsh.

(2) Where a form of words set out in column 1 of Schedule 2 is used in completing a form
in English, the form of words set out opposite to it in column 2 shall be used where the form is
completed in Welsh.

Searches of indexes of civil partnership records kept by the Registrar General and issue of
copies

13.—(1) The Registrar General shall cause indexes of all entries in the register(a) to be
made and to be kept in the General Register OYce.

(2) Subject to regulations 15 and 16, any person shall be entitled to search the indexes of
the register at any time when the General Register OYce is open for that purpose and to have
a certified copy or a certified extract of any entry in the civil partnership register, on payment
to the Registrar General of the fee prescribed under section 34(1) of the 2004 Act.

(3) The Registrar General shall cause all certified copies or certified extracts given in the
General Register OYce to be sealed or stamped with the seal of that OYce.

(4) Any certified copy or certified extract stamped with the seal of the General Register
OYce shall be received in evidence of the civil partnership to which it relates without any further
proof of the entry.

(5) No certified copy or certified extract purporting to have been given by the General
Register OYce shall be of any force or eVect unless it is sealed or stamped in accordance with
paragraph (3).

Searches of indexes of civil partnership records kept by registration authorities and issue of
copies

14.—(1) Every registration authority shall cause indexes of entries in the civil partnership
register relating to all civil partnerships formed in its area to be made and to be kept with other
records in its register oYce.(b)

(2) Subject to regulations 15 and 16, any person shall be entitled at any time when the
register oYce is required to be open for the transaction of public business to search the indexes,
and to have a certified copy or a certified extract of any entry in the civil partnership register
on payment to the registration authority of a fee prescribed under section 34(1) of the 2004 Act.

(3) The registration authority shall cause all certified copies or certified extracts given by
the registration authority to be signed by a person authorised by that registration authority to
issue the certified copy or certified extract.

(4) Any certified copy or certified extract signed by a person authorised by the registration
authority shall be received in evidence of the civil partnership to which it relates without any
further proof of the entry.

(5) No certified copy or certified extract purporting to have been given by the registration
authority shall be of any force or eVect unless it is issued on a form supplied by the Registrar
General and signed by a person authorised by the registration authority.

a)( For the meaning of “the register” see section 30(4) of the 2004 Act, section 30(4).
b)( For the meaning of “register oYce” see the 2004 Act 2004, section 6(3C). This section was inserted in the 2004 Act by

paragraph 2 of the Schedule to the Civil Partnership (Amendments to Registration Provisions) Order (S.I. 2005/2000).
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(6) The registration authority shall account to the Registrar General for all forms for
certified copies and certified extracts supplied by her in such manner and at such times as she
may require.

Access to civil partnership records

15.—(1) The civil partners, at the time of the formation of the civil partnership, shall be
entitled to apply for a certified copy and a certified extract of the entry relating to it in the civil
partnership register on payment of the fee prescribed under section 34(1) of the 2004 Act.

(2) Subject to paragraphs (1) (3), (4) and regulation 16, any person shall be entitled to a
certified copy if, and only if, in addition to the information obtained from the indexes of entries
in the civil partnership register, he is able to provide the Registrar General, or the registration
authority with the full addresses of both civil partners as recorded in the entry concerned.

(3) Subject to paragraph (4) the Registrar General may, if she considers it appropriate to
do so, authorise the issue, either by herself or by a registration authority, of a certified copy
where an applicant for such a certificate is unable to provide the full addresses of both civil
partners as recorded in the entry.

(4) The Registrar General may authorise the issue of a certified copy in accordance with
paragraph (3) if the applicant applies to her for that purpose and supplies such information as
she may require to satisfy herself that it would be reasonable to issue the certificate.

(5) A certified extract to be given by the Registrar General or a registration authority shall
be on form 13 if the civil partnership was formed in England or form 13(w) if the civil
partnership was formed in Wales.

(6) A registration authority shall not disclose any records relating to civil partnerships held
by it except in accordance with this regulation.

Unrestricted access to civil partnership records

16. An applicant for a certified copy shall be entitled to such a certificate without being
required to provide the full addresses of both civil partners as recorded in the entry of the
register, on and after the first of January in the year following the 50th anniversary of the
formation of the civil partnership.

Retention of documents relating to civil partnerships

17.—(1) A registration authority shall—

(a) retain all notices of proposed civil partnership for a minimum period of 5 years;

(b) forward the civil partnership documents to the Registrar General at such time as she
may require.

(2) The Registrar General shall retain the civil partnership documents together with other
records kept by her.

Duties of the civil partnership registrar and the authorised person

18. A civil partnership registrar and an authorised person shall immediately report any
breach of the 2004 Act or an oVence under the 2004 Act or the Perjury Act 1911(a) to the
Registrar General in writing and shall deliver to the Registrar General such documents in his
possession relating to the oVence or breach as the Register General may require.

Corrections of errors generally

19.—(1) An error in the civil partnership register shall only be corrected in accordance with
these Regulations if the entry in the civil partnership register is complete.

(2) For the purpose of these Regulations an entry in the civil partnership register is
complete when the registration authority has discharged its duty under section 2(4) of the 2004
Act (formation of civil partnership by registration).

a)( 1911 c.6.
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Correction of errors

20. If—

(a) a civil partner or the registration authority discovers any error in an entry which is
complete, they shall report it to the Registrar General giving such information as she
may require;

(b) the Registrar General receives from the registration authority [or from a civil partner]
satisfactory evidence relating to an error caused by the registration authority when
information was recorded in the register, she may correct it, but the corrected entry
shall only show the corrected information;

(c) the Registrar General receives from the registration authority [or from a civil partner]
satisfactory evidence relating to an error caused by a party to the civil partnership
when providing information to the registration authority, she may correct it by
making a marginal note to show the correct information, but the original entry shall
remain unchanged after the correction.

Given under my hand on

Karen Dunnell
Registrar General15th November 2005

I approve

John Healey
Financial Secretary to the Treasury

Signed by authority of the Chancellor of the Exchequer15th November 2005
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SCHEDULE 1 Regulation 2(2)(c)

Prescribed forms

CONTENTS

Form Relevant Description Statutory purpose
Regulation

1 3 Notice of civil partnership given by a Civil Partnership Act, section 8(2)
party who is not subject to
immigration control and where both
parties are aged 18 or over

1(w) 3 Notice of civil partnership (with Civil Partnership Act, section 8(2)
Welsh translation) given by a party
who is not subject to immigration
control and where both parties are
aged 18 of over

2 3 Notice of civil partnership given by a Civil Partnership Act, section 8(2)
party who is not subject to
immigration control and where
either party is, or both parties are,
aged under 18

2 (w) 3 Notice of civil partnership (with Civil Partnership Act, section 8(2)
Welsh translation) given by a party
who is not subject to immigration
control and where either party is, or
both parties are, aged under 18

3 3 Notice of civil partnership given by a Civil Partnership Act, section 8(2)
person who is subject to immigration
control and where both parties are
aged 18 or over

3(w) 3 Notice of civil partnership (with Civil Partnership Act, section 8(2)
Welsh translation) given by a person
who is subject to immigration
control and where both parties are
aged 18 or over

4 3 Notice of civil partnership given by a Civil Partnership Act, section 8(2)
party who is subject to immigration
control and where either party is, or
both parties are aged under 18

4 (w) 3 Notice of civil partnership (with Civil Partnership Act, section 8(2)
Welsh translation) given by a party
who is subject to immigration
control and where either party is, or
both parties are aged under 18

5 3 Notice of civil partnership by Civil Partnership Act, section
Registrar General’s licence 21(2)

5 (w) 3 Notice of civil partnership (with Civil Partnership Act, section
Welsh translation) by Registrar 21(2)
General’s licence

6 4 Statement by registered medical Civil Partnership Act, section
practitioner 18(4)

6 (w) 4 Statement by registered medical Civil Partnership Act, section
practitioner (with Welsh translation) 18(4)

7 4 Statement by responsible authority Civil Partnership Act, section
19(5)

7 (w) 4 Statement by responsible authority Civil Partnership Act, section
(with Welsh translation) 19(5)

8 5 Declaration for the formation of Civil Partnership Act, Schedule 1,
civil partnerships of certain persons paragraph 5(3)
related by aYnity

8 (w) 5 Declaration for the formation of Civil Partnership Act, Schedule 1,
civil partnerships of certain persons paragraph 5(3)
related by aYnity (with Welsh
translation)
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Form Relevant Description Statutory purpose
Regulation

9 6 Civil partnership schedule Civil Partnership Act, section
14(2)

9 (w) 6 Civil partnership schedule (with Civil Partnership Act, section
Welsh translation) 14(2)

10 6 Registrar General’s licence Civil Partnership Act, section
25(5)

10 (w) 6 Registrar General’s licence (with Civil Partnership Act, section
Welsh translation) 25(5)

11 7 Application to reduce the waiting Civil Partnership Act, section
period 12(2)

11 (w) 7 Application to reduce the waiting Civil Partnership Act, section
period (with Welsh translation) 12(2)

12 11 Entry in the civil partnership register Civil Partnership Act, section 2(4)
12 (w) 11 Entry in the civil partnership register Civil Partnership Act, section 2(4)

(with Welsh translation)
13 15 Certified extract of an entry in the Civil Partnership Act, section

civil partnership register 36(2)(f)
13 (w) 15 Certified extract of an entry in the Civil Partnership Act, section

civil partnership register with (Welsh 36(2)(f)
translation)

SCHEDULE 2 Regulation 10

Column 1 Column 2

Form of words required Welsh version

Single Sengl

Surviving civil partner Partner sifil goroesol

Widower Gŵr gweddw

Widow Gwraig weddw

Previous civil partnership dissolved Partneriaeth sifil flaenorol wedi’i therfynu

Previous marriage dissolved Priodas flaenorol wedi’i therfynu

Previous civil partnership annulled Partneriaeth sifil flaenorol wedi’i dirymu

Previous marriage annulled Priodas flaenorol wedi’i dirymu

Previously formed a civil partnership at ... on... Ffurfiwyd partneriaeth sifil o’r blaen yn....ar y...

Civil Partnership dissolved on ... Terfynwyd y bartneriaeth sifil ar y ....

Previously married at ...on... Marriage dissolved Priodwyd o’r blaen yn ...ar y... Terfynwyd y

on.... briodas ar y...

Previously formed a civil partnership at...on... Ffurfiwyd partneriaeth sifil o’r blaen yn....ar y...Y

Civil partnership annulled on... bartneriaeth sifil wedi’i dirymu ar y...

Previously married at ...on... Marriage annulled Priodwyd o’r blaen yn ...ar y...Y briodas wedi’i

on... dirymu ar y ...

Previously went through a form of civil Aethpwyd o’r blaen drwy ddefod partneriaeth

partnership at...on ... sifil yn ...ar y...

Deceased Ymadawedig

step-father LLystad

step-mother LLysfam
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations provide English and Welsh forms for the registration of civil partnerships
in England and Wales.

The Regulations also relate to—

(d) the making and granting of applications to the Registrar General to shorten the
waiting period;

(e) the shortening of the waiting period by the registration authority;

(f) the contents of the civil partnership document;

(g) completion of bilingual forms;

(h) the manner of completion of the civil partnership document;

(i) the information to be recorded in the civil partnership register;

(j) the creation of indexes of entries in the civil partnership register by the Registrar General
and by registration authorities;

(k) access to civil partnership records;

(l) the time limit for the access regime to civil partnership records;

(m) the retention of documents relating to civil partnerships;

(n) duties of the civil partnership registrar and the authorised person; and

(o) corrections of errors in the civil partnership register by the Registrar General.

These Regulations have no impact on the costs of business, charities or voluntary bodies;
neither does it have any significant financial impact on public bodies though there are set-up
costs for the Registration Service in the region of £500,000. These costs were outlined in the full
Regulatory Impact Assessment for the Civil Partnership Act 2004 which can be viewed at
http://www.dti.gov.uk/access/ria/index.htm£equality.

? Crown copyright 2005
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