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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2003 No. 366

The Adoption and Children Act 2002
(Commencement No.3) Order 2003

Appointed days

2.—(1)  25th February 2003 is the appointed day for the coming into force of the following
provisions of the Act—

(a) section 16 of the Act in so far as it inserts section 36A(1) to (4) into the Care Standards
Act (distribution of functions in relation to registered adoption societies) and in so far as
it relates to the functions conferred under Part II of the Care Standards Act and under the
Adoption Act;

(b) for the purposes of sub-paragraph (a), paragraphs 105 and 106 of Schedule 3 to the Act,
paragraph 103 of that Schedule in so far as it relates to those paragraphs, and section 139(1)
of the Act (amendments to the Care Standards Act 2000) in so far as it relates to those
paragraphs;

(c) paragraph 4(2) of Schedule 4 to, and section 139(2) of, the Act (regulation of adoption
agencies) in so far as it relates to that paragraph.

(2)  10th March 2003 is the appointed day for the coming into force of the following provisions
of the Act—

(a) for the purposes of making regulations, paragraph 3 of Schedule 4 to the Act (adoption
support services) and section 139(2) of the Act in so far as it relates to that paragraph;

(b) for the purposes of sub-paragraph (a), sections 2(6), (7) and (8) (basic definitions) and 4(6)
and (7) (except paragraph (a) of subsection (7)) of the Act (assessments etc. for adoption
support services).

(3)  1st April 2003 is the appointed day for the coming into force of, for the purposes of making
regulations, paragraph 12 of Schedule 4 to the Act (restrictions on bringing children into the United
Kingdom), except in so far as it inserts subsections (9) and (10) into section 56A of the Adoption
Act, and section 139(2) of the Act in so far as it relates to that paragraph.

(4)  30th April 2003 is the appointed day for the coming into force of the following provisions
of the Act—

(a) section 16 of the Act in so far as it relates to the functions conferred under Part II of the
Care Standards Act and under the Adoption Act and is not already in force;

(b) paragraphs 105 and 106 of Schedule 3 to the Act in so far as those paragraphs are not
already in force, and paragraph 103 of that Schedule and section 139(1) of the Act in so
far as they relate to those paragraphs;

(c) paragraph 110 of Schedule 3 to the Act, and paragraph 103 of that Schedule and
section 139(1) of the Act in so far as they relate to that paragraph and in so far as that
paragraph relates to the Adoption Act;

(d) section 139(1) of the Act in so far it relates to paragraph 103 of Schedule 3 to the Act in
so far as that paragraph is brought into force under this paragraph.
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(5)  1st June 2003 is the appointed day for the coming into force of the following provisions of
the Act—

(a) section 87(1)(b) and (4) of the Act (overseas adoptions);
(b) section 135 of the Act (adoption and fostering: criminal records);
(c) Schedule 4—

(i) paragraphs 10, 11(a), 12 (foreign adoptions) except in so far as it inserts subsections
(9) and (10) into section 56A of the Adoption Act(1) and in so far as paragraph 12
is not already in force;

(ii) paragraph 13 (interpretation);
(iii) paragraph 14 (advertising), and

section 139(2) of the Act in so far as it relates to the paragraphs specified in heads (i) to (iii).
(6)  6th October 2003 is the appointed day for the coming into force of the following provisions

of the Act—
(a) paragraph 3 of Schedule 4 to the Act in so far as that paragraph is not already in force, and

section 139(2) of the Act in so far as it relates to that paragraph;
(b) for the purposes of sub-paragraph (a), sections 2(6), (7) and (8) and 4(6) and (7) (except

paragraph (a) of subsection (7)) of the Act in so far as those provisions are not already
in force.

(1) Section 56A is inserted into the Adoption Act 1976 by section 14 of the Adoption (Intercountry Aspects) Act 1999. Paragraph
12 of Schedule 4 to the Adoption and Children Act 2002 amends section 56A.
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