
Status: This is the original version (as it was originally made). UK
Statutory Instruments are not carried in their revised form on this site.

S T A T U T O R Y  I N S T R U M E N T S

2003 No. 2277

The Delayed Discharges (England) Regulations 2003

Notice of proposed discharge date

5.—(1)  A notice given by a responsible NHS body to a responsible authority under section 5(3)
of the Act shall—

(a) be given at least one day in advance of the proposed discharge date;
(b) be given in written form; and
(c) bear the date on which it is given.

(2)  For the purposes of paragraph (1), a notice given “in written form” means in a manner which
is in, or which is capable of being reproduced in, legible form.

(3)  Such a notice shall contain the following information—
(a) the name of the patient;
(b) the name of the hospital in which the patient is being accommodated;
(c) the name of the person at the hospital who is responsible for liaising with the social services

authority in relation to the patient’s discharge from that hospital;
(d) the date on which it is proposed that the patient be discharged;
(e) a statement that the patient and, where appropriate, the carer has been informed of the date

on which it is proposed the patient be discharged;
(f) a statement that the notice is given under section 5(3) of the Act.

(4)  Such a notice must be withdrawn if the responsible NHS body considers that it is no longer
likely to be safe to discharge the patient from hospital on the proposed day, except where that is only
because the responsible authority has not complied with its duties under section 4(2) of the Act or
because the responsible authority has not made available for—

(a) the patient a community care service which it decided under section 4(2)(b) of the Act to
make available to him;

(b) the patient’s carer a service which it decided under section 4(3)(b) of the Act to make
available to the carer.


