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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1999 No. 728

The Prison Rules 1999

PART III
OFFICERS OR PRISONS

General duty of officers

62.—(1)  It shall be the duty of every officer to conform to these Rules and the rules and
regulations of the prison, to assist and support the governor in their maintenance and to obey his
lawful instructions.

(2)  An officer shall inform the governor promptly of any abuse or impropriety which comes to
his knowledge.

Gratuities forbidden

63. No officer shall receive any unauthorised fee, gratuity or other consideration in connection
with his office.

Search of officers

64. An officer shall submit himself to be searched in the prison if the governor so directs. Any
such search shall be conducted in as seemly a manner as is consistent with discovering anything
concealed.

Transactions with prisoners

65.—(1)  No officer shall take part in any business or pecuniary transaction with or on behalf of
a prisoner without the leave of the Secretary of State.

(2)  No officer shall without authority bring in or take out, or attempt to bring in or take out, or
knowingly allow to be brought in or taken out, to or for a prisoner, or deposit in any place with intent
that it shall come into the possession of a prisoner, any article whatsoever.

Contact with former prisoners

66. No officer shall, without the knowledge of the governor, communicate with any person whom
he knows to be a former prisoner or a relative or friend of a prisoner or former prisoner.

Communications to the press

67.—(1)  No officer shall make, directly or indirectly, any unauthorised communication to a
representative of the press or any other person concerning matters which have become known to
him in the course of his duty.
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(2)  No officer shall, without authority, publish any matter or make any public pronouncement
relating to the administration of any institution to which the Prison Act 1952 applies or to any of
its inmates.

Code of discipline

68. The Secretary of State may approve a code of discipline to have effect in relation to officers,
or such classes of officers as it may specify, setting out the offences against discipline, the awards
which may be made in respect of them and the procedure for dealing with charges.

Emergencies

69. Where any constable or member of the armed forces of the Crown is employed by reason of
any emergency to assist the governor of a prison by performing duties ordinarily performed by an
officer of a prison, any reference in Part II of these Rules to such an officer (other than a governor)
shall be construed as including a reference to a constable or a member of the armed forces of the
Crown so employed.
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