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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1996 No. 439

The Gas (Calculation of Thermal Energy) Regulations 1996

PART II
Calculation of Thermal Energy on Basis of Determined Calorific Values

Calculation of thermal energy

3.—(1)  The number of therms or kilowatt hours conveyed by a public gas transporter to any take
off point during any gas period shall be calculated in accordance with the following formulae—

          
where

A is the number of cubic metres in the converted volume of gas conveyed to the take off point
during the gas period and B is the average calorific value of gas calculated in accordance with
paragraph (2) below.

(2)  The average calorific value of gas so conveyed during any such gas period shall be calculated
by adding the daily calorific values calculated in accordance with regulation 4 below for each gas
day in that gas period and dividing the sum by the number of those gas days but so that any amount
of less than 0.1 megajoules per cubic metre shall be ignored.

Calculation of daily calorific values

4.—(1)  Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3) below, the daily calorific value of gas conveyed to any
take off point in respect of any gas day shall be the lowest of—

(a) any of the average calorific values determined on that gas day by the public gas transporter
pursuant to directions given by the Director under regulation 6(a) and (b) below for the
purpose of making determinations of calorific values of gas conveyed to that take off point
or, where the take off point is situated in a charging area, to the take off points situated
in that charging area; and

(b) any daily calorific value for that gas day adopted by the transporter in accordance with
paragraph (5) below which is calculated in respect of a point at which gas conveyed to
the take off point or, where the take off point is situated in a charging area, to the take off
points in that charging area, enters the pipe-line system operated by the transporter.

(2)  Where such directions as are referred to in paragraph (1)(a) above require determinations
to be made on the basis of samples of gas taken at different places or premises in respect of the
take off points in a charging area and the flow of the gas to be sampled at any, but not all, of those
places or premises is interrupted on any gas day for a period exceeding 12 hours in that gas day, any
determination of calorific value on the basis of the samples taken at that place or those premises shall
be ignored in calculating the daily calorific value for that gas day in respect of those take off points.
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(3)  In any case where, other than by reason of the interruption of the flow of gas to be sampled,
apparatus provided by the public gas transporter pursuant to directions under regulation 6(b) below
fails to determine accurately, or at all, calorific values for a continuous period exceeding eight hours
in any gas day or gas days, an average calorific value shall be deemed to have been determined on
any such day or days by means of that apparatus equivalent to—

(a) where, for the purposes of these Regulations or of the Gas (Alternative Method of Charge)
Regulations 1990(1), the apparatus had been provided for determining calorific values in
respect of the same place or premises throughout the period of 12 months immediately
preceding such failure, the lowest of—

(i) the average calorific values determined by that apparatus for each gas day on which
paragraph (2) above and this paragraph did not apply in respect of the apparatus
in any part of the period after the commencement of these Regulations and for the
first two gas days in which the apparatus does not fail to determine calorific values
accurately following the failure; and

(ii) the actual calorific values determined by that apparatus for any day on which
regulation 6 or 7 of the said Regulations of 1990 did not apply in respect of the
apparatus in any part of the period before such commencement for the purposes of
those Regulations;

(b) where sub-paragraph (a) does not apply, the lower of—
(i) the lowest of the average calorific values or actual calorific values so determined for

the purposes referred to in that sub-paragraph before the failure and for the first two
gas days in which the apparatus determines calorific values accurately following the
failure; and

(ii) 37 megajoules per cubic metre.
(4)  In calculating any daily calorific value—

(a) any amount of less than 0.05 megajoules per cubic metre shall be ignored; and
(b) any amount of less than 0.1 but not less than 0.05 megajoules per cubic metre shall be

treated as it were 0.1 megajoules per cubic metre.
(5)  Where—

(a) gas has been conveyed to the pipe-line system operated by a public gas transporter (“the
first transporter”) by another public gas transporter (“the second transporter”); and

(b) the first transporter has notified the Director of his intention to do so,
the first transporter may for the purpose of paragraph (1) above adopt the daily calorific values
calculated by the second transporter in respect of any take off point which is a point at which gas
conveyed by the second transporter enters the pipe-line system operated by the first transporter.

Availability of calculations of daily calorific values

5. A public gas transporter shall—
(a) make available for inspection free of charge during normal office hours by any person

the daily calorific values calculated by him during the preceding six years at an office
reasonably accessible to the public;

(b) immediately notify each relevant licence holder of the calculations of daily calorific values
for each gas day; and

(1) S. 1 1990/1634; those Regulations lapsed immediately before the commencement of these Regulations.
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(c) send free of charge to the owner or occupier of any premises to which he conveys gas who
asks for the calculations of daily calorific values of that gas in respect of specific days,
those calculations.

Determinations of calorific values

6. A public gas transporter shall—
(a) make determinations of calorific values of the gas conveyed by him to premises, or to pipe-

line systems operated by other public gas transporters, on the basis of samples of gas taken
at such places or premises, at such times and in such manner as the Director may direct;

(b) make such determinations at such places or premises, at such times and in such manner
as the Director may direct;

(c) provide and maintain such premises, apparatus and equipment for the purpose of making
such determinations as the Director may direct;

(d) make available for inspection free of charge during normal office hours by any person
the results of such determinations made by the transporter during the preceding twelve
months at—

(i) an office reasonably accessible to the public; and
(ii) the place or premises at which any such determinations were made;

(e) carry out tests of apparatus and equipment provided and maintained by virtue of
paragraph (c) above for conformity with the requirements of directions given under that
paragraph at intervals not exceeding 35 days;

(f)  notify the results of such tests to the Director within seven days of the end of the calendar
month in which the tests were completed; and

(g)  make available for inspection free of charge during normal office hours by any person the
results of such tests carried out within the preceding 12 months at—

(i) an office reasonably accessible to the public; and
(ii) the place or premises at which any such tests were carried out.

3


